December 2008

Calling All Parishioners......

Don't miss a crucially important
Parish Forum this Sunday, December
7th, in Barth Hall immediately after our
second worship service. Our Steering
Committee has concluded phase one of its work, the
research, and visionary phase. The committee is now
ready to share a vision of what St. Paul’s is called to be
in 2018. Our consultants will be with us as we share
this vision and begin discussions of the next phase of
our redevelopment work. If you care, be there!

Annual Meeting and Potluck Dinner

Mark your calendars now for our annual Parish
Meeting at noon on January 11, 2009, and—as in the
past—we’ll start the event with a pot luck dinner.
Please sign up at the Welcome Center and indicate
the “pot luck dish” you'll bring to share.

The Rector’s Christmas
Bulletin Cover Contest

It's time again to get those drawing
utensils out and start creating!
Create one by yourself or have the
whole family help. Three original drawings will be
chosen to grace the covers of our Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day worship bulletins. The deadline for
entries is December 14th. Good luck; happy drawing!
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Fr. Marty’s Musings

Advent, the season for preparing, has
begun, but Advent is not just about preparing for
the Nativity of Our Lord Jesus Christ (which is
the official name of the feast day we call
“Christmas”). Advent is also about
preparing for the Second Coming of
Our Lord. When will that second
coming be? Anyone who can truly
predict the day and year would
really be doing something amazing.
Jesus, himself, said that no one can
know the time or the day. Yet, that
hasn’t stopped people from making
predictions anyway. There have
been many, and all—of course—
have been inaccurate.

One thing we do know is the date of Jesus
first coming. Or do we? When was Jesus
born? Actually no one knows the date, but it is
safe to say that it was not on a December 25",
and it wasn't in the year AD 1. Pope Julius
officially adopted December 25" as the
universal date of the observance in AD 353,
adopting and giving a new meaning to a pagan
observance of the rebirth of the sun by making
that the day to observe the birth of the Son.
Scripture tells us that Jesus was born "when
shepherds watched their flocks by night." In
other words, it was most likely in the spring or
summer.

And no, he wasn't born in the year AD 1;
blame the 6™ century monk Dionysiuys Exiguus
for that error. He came up with the idea of
splitting history into AD and BC and chose what
he thought to be the year of Jesus’ birth as year
AD 1. However, the Bible tells us that Herod the
Great ruled Palestine when Jesus was born,
and archeologists tell us that Herod died in 4
BC. Thus, Jesus had to have been born about
5 years before the year chosen by our friend the
monk; Brother Dionysiuys just chose the wrong
date, that's all. (By the way, there was no year
zero; 1 BC was followed by AD 1.)

When Pope Julius | authorized December 25
as the day to celebrate Jesus’ birth he could
have never dreamed that Christmas would
become what it is today. In 1832, when

Professor Charles Follen put lit candles on a
pine tree and made America’s first Christmas
tree, who would have ever thought that the
decorations would become as elaborate as they
are today.

Its a long time since 1832,
longer still since 353, and much
longer still from that dark night—of
an unknown date—brightened by a
special star in which Jesus the King
was born. Yet, as we approach
December 25 again, it gives us yet
another opportunity to pause, and in
the midst of all the excitement,
elaborate decorations, and
expensive commercialization which surround
Christmas today, to consider again the event of
Christmas and the person whose birth we
celebrate.

Let me share this story:

“Two women who were having lunch in an
elegant hotel were approached by a mutual
friend who asked the occasion for the meal.
One lady replied, ‘We are celebrating the birth of
my baby boy.’

‘But where is he?’ inquired the friend after
looking around.

‘Oh,” said the mother, ‘you didn't think I'd
bring him, did you?’

Unfortunately, that is too real a picture of the
way the world treats Jesus at Christmas.

This Christmas, as you purchase gifts for
your loved ones, as you decorate your home, as
you have get togethers with family and friends,
remember. Some gifts you can give this
Christmas are beyond monetary value: Mend a
quarrel. Dismiss suspicion. Tell someone, "I
love you." Give something away anonymously.
Forgive someone who has treated you wrongly.
Turn away wrath with a soft answer. Visit
someone in a nursing home. Apologize if you
were wrong. Be especially kind to someone
with whom you work. Give as God gave to you
in Christ, without obligation, or announcement,
or reservation, or hypocrisy.

May you have a blessed Christmas and
may the New Year be filled with God'’s favor.
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Our Steering Committee has now concluded its work of developing a vision of what St. Paul’s is
called to be in 2018. It is to be shared with the vestry at their November meeting. Next on the
agenda is the parish forum scheduled for Sunday, December 7" when we, along with our consult-
ants will share and discuss the vision with our fellow parishioners. Many of you may

N recognize your thoughts in the final product. We gathered a wealth of ideas through
—— the interviews conducted over the last several months. Your input provided an im-
-tt portant insight to the development process and while we are not stopping; it is time
) == to move ahead.

“V

With the vision completed we come to the end of phase one of our renewal. As
Churchill once said, “We have reached the end of the beginning”. The time for
dreaming is finished and now it is time to plan and move toward achieving our
dream. The responsibility for setting goals and initiating actions to attain them now
moves from the Steering Committee to all our ministries. Achieving our vision of renewal for St.
Paul’s will involve us all. Each of us will be called to help make St. Paul’s more inviting, more wel-
coming and more connected with our community. With God’s help, the corner of Saginaw and
Fourth Street will become an exciting place to be in the years ahead.

Clay Leroue
NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS ANYONE?
“... Just as you did it to one of the least of these who are @
members of my family, you did it to me.” Matthew 25:31 e

This verse from the gospel for the last Sunday of Pentecost reminds us
that we are all called to the ministry of pastoral care. In this season of Advent, as
we anticipate the arrival of the helpless, homeless babe who needed to be cared
for and nurtured, we can reflect on the many ways that we can minister to those in
need right here in our own congregation.
Send a note to a home parishioner or someone on the prayer list; let them know you are
thinking about and praying for them.
Call and offer a prayer over the phone. Get them caught up on church events.
Pay a visit. Run an errand.
Offer a ride to church for services or a special event.
Send a thank you note to a parishioner who volunteers for some church ministry.
Greet a visitor on Sunday. Sit with them during the service and welcome them to fellowship.
When you see members of the church staff, thank them for what they do for St. Paul’s.
Bring food for the food basket.
Join someone who is sitting alone during fellowship.
Become a Communion Companion and join a Eucharistic Visitor on a communion visit.

Children & Youth Library Update!
// Have you seen the new books showcased each Sunday at our Welcome Center? We sure
r//g hope so! Each week we share some of the wonderful books from our Children & Youth
f//\ Library. This library is located on the Parish House’s second floor and has over 150 books
K,r/to check out, and more books are being added as quickly as we are able. It's open
Sundays before and after worship, so check out our library and some of the books, too.
Several new books have been donated recently in memory or in honor of loved ones and will be
available as soon as they are logged in, so keep your eyes open.
Lots of new library programs are in the works, so if you'd like to help out or want to find out how to
donate to this wonderful program, please see Donna Field.
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By Sue Brisbane, R.N. &

Part of my job as Parish Nurse is to look out for the safety of our members here at St. Paul’s.
It came to my attention that we needed an AED (automated external defibrillator). Most of you have
probably seen these in other public places. This device is used in the event of a sudden cardiac ar-
rest. For every minute that treatment is delayed, a person’s chance of survival drops by approxi-
mately 10%. AEDs are designed to be used by volunteers, medical training is not required.

We are now the owners of an AED. We have already had a training session to teach volun-
teers how to use it. Another one will take place near the end of January or beginning of February.
We will also be having a CPR class at that time. Watch your postscript and/or Epistle for the date.

The purchase of this equipment would not have been possible without the generosity of an
anonymous donor who paid the entire amount of just under $2000.00.
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By Joyce Leroue

| wanted to share an amazing and heart- wrestled with how | could cram one more thing
warming moment that happened to me the other into an already overflowing shopping cart. A few

day. minutes went by before | noticed this same
While | was shopping for troop gifts a woman excitedly bustling down the aisle toward
woman engaged me in conversation. me. She said “I keep thinking about
We were chatting about the prices your project and how important it is for
and merits of some fleece throws. everyone to support our people in the
She was concerned about her cats military. You are such a blessing and
because the weather is getting so have really made me think. | would love
cold. She thought the material might to be a part of this. Please accept this
provide warm bedding that was inex- small donation to help in your good
pensive. My decision was already work.” She handed me several crum-
made, and | was busy trying to count pled bills, gave me a huge hug and
out 26 throws in an assortment of col- wished me a great day.
ors and fit them all into an already Moved and humbled by her ges-

overflowing basket of “26 items each”. She won- ture, | stood in that spot and prayed: for the
dered why | needed so many blankets, so | told woman and her kindness, for my church family
her about our Pastoral Care troop project. She who has been so generous in supporting this
said she thought it was a wonderful thing we are project and in thanksgiving to a loving God who
doing and wished us much success. sends us Unexpected Angels.

Continuing my search for more goodies, |
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Sunday, November 30th, 1st Sunday of Advent
8 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite I, w/ Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.—The Great Litany, Morning Prayer, Rite Il, w/ Holy Communion
Sunday, December 7th, 2nd Sunday of Advent
8 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite I, w/ Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.—An Advent Festival of Lessons and Music
Sunday, December 14th, 3rd Sunday of Advent
8 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite I, w/ Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite Il, w/ Holy Communion
Sunday, December 21st, 4th Sunday of Advent
8 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite I, w/ Holy Communion
10:30 a.m.—Morning Prayer, Rite Il, w/ Holy Communion
4:00 p.m. Nine Lessons & Carols
Wednesday, December 24th, Christmas Eve
5:00 p.m.—Family Eucharist for the Eve of the Nativity
10:30 p.m.—Choral Prelude
11:00 p.m.—Festal Choral Eucharist for the Eve of the Nativity
Thursday, December 25th, the Nativity of Our Lord J _esus Christ
10:30 a.m.—Holy Eucharist
Sunday, December 28th, 1st Sunday of Christmas
8:00 a.m.—Holy Eucharist
10:30 a.m.—A Christmas Festival of Lessons & Carols
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The Annual Meeting will take place after worship services on Sunday, January 11, 2009. At the
meeting we will elect new members of the Vestry. The following have been nominated: Andrew Dill,
Barbara Mannor, Thomas Meyer, and Mark Wilson. Nominated to be delegates to the Diocesan
Convention: Thomas & Laura Meyer, Doug & Sherry Lees. Nominated for FRVC Representative:
Laura Meyer. Watch for the next edition of The Epistle for more information on nominees.

DIOCESAN MISSION TO MISSISSIPPI
January 31-February 8

Even three years after Katrina, workers are still needed to reconstruct and build
homes along the Gulf Coast. Our diocese is putting together a mission trip, and any-

one who can take part in the work is welcome to sign on. The cost is $360.00 per
person (some partial scholarships will likely be available), and the deadline for your
decision is December 22, 2008. For additional information, contact Sharon or Attila
Paltelky at 989-595-3195 or aspal@core.com.

Due to a regrettable oversight Dale Woodbury was inadvertently left off the
parish Necrology published in last month’s Epistle. Our apologies to the
Woodbury family. May he and all the departed rest in peace.



How are we doing,
financially, that is?
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Did you know that we have funds
established to help our parishioners?

The Margaret Stewart Fund — established in 2002  provides
emergency assistance to our parishioners. (Restrictions apply)
In the past six years, 15 of our members have received finan-
cial aid.

The Vera M. Scott Youth Enrichment Fund — establish  ed in
2006 provides financial assistance to St. Paul’'s youth so that
they may participate in enrichment learning experiences in aca-
demic or fine arts subject areas (Restrictions apply). In the
past two years, 5 of our youth have been awarded grants.

Christ Enrichment Center Open House
Thursday, December 4, 2008 From 3:00 p.m.—6:00 p.m

Christ Enrichment Center’'s Board of Directors and Staff cor-

dially invite you to attend their Holiday Open House. Find out

who they are and what they do. Take a tour of the facilities;
meet the staff, board of directors, volunteers, and
many of their community participants. Enjoy re-
freshments and great company! Please join
them...they want to see their old friends...and make
lots of new friends! If you have any questions
please contact Julie Arter at 239-9425.

Alzheimer's Caregivers’ Support Group

Next meeting: Wednesday, December 17th, at 3:00
p.m. in the Canterbury Room.
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1—Drew Conner
2—Brian DeGeorge
3—Rosalie Gane
5—Barbara Mannor
6—Helen Graham, Erik
Robinson
7—James Smith
8—Holly Richardson
9—Fannie Marshall
9—Mark Mitchell
10—Jacqueline Waltman
11—DuWayne Welch, Jeanne
Wagner
12—John Roberts
13—Patrice Shriver, Mary Snell
14—Julie Arter
16—Andrew Dill
19—Elizabeth Hackett, Evelyn
Twigg
20—Doris Carroll, Richard
Wooten
21—Quinton Williams
22—Kenneth Kryza
23—Bruce Allard, Ta’Mara
Oertel
26—Lucy Habte-Gabr, Stevens

Wandmacher
29—Alexander Pezzi
30—Elizabeth Barron, Nickolas
Brisbane
31—Donald Kaye, Raven Arter
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20—Roland and Doris Carroll
21—Charles and Jeanne
Wagner

23—James and Mary Anne
Kettler

29—Robert and Kristin Miner
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Merry Christmas? Not So Much!

Be careful what you ask for. That's a saying
that |1 had not heard when | was a child, but I
learned the truth behind it one Christmas when |
was still young enough to play with dolls. The
story actually begins during the summer before
this memorable holiday. This was back in the
days when neighborhoods had little shopping ar-
eas, the kind with a grocery store, post office, dry
cleaners, bakery (where people actually kneaded
bread dough by hand), a drug store, and most de-
lightful to a child, a five and dime store—ours be-
ing called the D & C. Our miniature “downtown”
was called The Avenue.

One summer day, | went for a walk down on
The Avenue to wander through the D & C to look
at the latest in toys. In a back corner, on the right-
hand side, was a huge doll display. And on this
particular trip, | saw—on the top shelf, right in the
middle—the most beautiful doll 1 had ever seen.
She wore a pink dotted Swiss dress and matching
bonnet; she had shiny brown hair you could comb
and big brown eyes with long lashes and lids that
would open and close. | had to have that doll; she
was going to be the big sister to my only other
doll, Patsy Ann. My birthday was several months
away in September, so | immediately began my
campaign to get that doll. | begged and pleaded
with my parents, but to no avail. She was very
expensive, and Mom and Dad explained that they
just didn’t have the money. Besides, if | got a new
doll, then my little sister would have to have one
too. Still, | secretly prayed that my parents would
relent and surprise me with that doll.

My birthday came and went, but there was no
surprise doll present. So | renewed my campaign
in hopes that Santa Claus could bring one just like
her. | prayed; | crossed my fingers; | wrote a
Santa letter; | sat on his lap at Herpolsheimer’'s
Department Store. And | waited. Christmas morn-
ing arrived, and | raced downstairs, and sure
enough, good old Santa came through. There,
under the tree with my other presents, was the
most beautiful doll in the world.

Then | my heart sank for on the other side of
the tree with my sister’s presents was Patsy Ann,
my other doll. She was wearing a new outfit, but |
knew it was Patsy Ann all right. | thought | had
been double-crossed by Santa Claus. | came to
realize, of course, that my parents couldn’t afford
to give both my sister and me a doll, and | was so
intent on getting the doll from the D & C, that |
had to give up Patsy Ann so my sister could have
a doll too. Once | got over my disappointment, I,
the big sister, learned to play dolls with my little
sister, and my doll and Patsy Ann became big sis-
ter and little sister after all. | learned something
about sharing, and selflessness, and give and
take, and sacrifice. And to be careful about what |
ask for.

Do you have a memorable Christmas story?
Or a story about a time when you learned a valu-
able lesson? Would you be willing to share it with
your church family? If so, you are invited to join
St. Paul's Eucharistic Visitors in a ministry project
they have just started working on. We are gather-
ing stories about a wide range of topics from what
life was like in the “good old days” to the values
people have learned through experience to what
St. Paul’s has been like over the years.

We plan to gather these stories and reflections
in a book as a way of preserving and honoring the
rich history of events and wisdom from our con-
gregation. We hope to share these stories and
values with the young people in our congregation
so they can appreciate the wealth of experiences
that has helped make St. Paul's the community it
is today.

If you would like to be part of this ministry pro-
ject, you can start by writing down your memora-
ble Christmas story, or sit down with me and just
tell me your story and I'll write it up for you. | hope
that from time to time we can publish these in the
Epistle.

In the meantime, may this Christmas be a
memorable one for you and yours! God’s precious
peace to one and all.
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Ed Arter, with the approval of our Vestry, do-

nated an organ screen panel to Trinity Episcopal
Church in Grand
Ledge.

Many of their
members helped
in the refitting and
refinishing of the
panel. Upon com-
pletion, it was in-
stalled on “Yom
Kippur” day—thus the “Atonement” organ wall.

Trinity Episcopal Church sends their sincere ap-
preciation to St. Paul’s, adding they make such a
wonderful accent to their decor.

Please Pray for .........

PRAYERS FOR PERSONS:
Deployed to Afghanistan, Michael
Kump; Deployed to Iraq, Melissa
Blondin and Nicole Golden

The home parishioners, those in nursing
homes, and their caregivers:

Mary Balbanian, Dorothy Cullen, Isabelle
Hemingway

The sick and recovering and those in any
sorrow or distress:  Bruce & Mary Jo Allard,
Barbara, Phyllis Crane, Connie Davidson,
Matthew Davison, John Dias, Minnie Lee Dill,
Alla Drummond, Gordon Edick, Leslie Fries,
Gary, Barbara Gervais, Lucy Habte-Gabr, Viola
Hall, Harley, Michael Harris, Margaret Himes,
Joseph & Christine, Sandy K., Kaitlyn, Mary
Anne Kettler, Johanna King, Gloria Krupp,
Marsha Kump, Tammy Latoni, Alma Mason,
Ginger Matar, Mary Lee & Alan Michael, Mary
Lou Odom, Russell Rappley, Sherry Reinertson,
John Reynolds, Isla Schumaker & family,
Brandon Stoddard, Julianna Thompson, George
Travis, Don Willoughby, Mr. Woods, The Friday
Lunch Ministry, The Brothers of The Order of the
Holy Cross, The family and friends of Richard
Connor, The family and friends of Mary Ann
Wooten

Upcoming Scripture Lessons
for Worship

The Revised Common
Lectionary: Year B

Dec. 7, 2" Sunday after Advent
Isaiah 40:1-11 Psalm 85:1-2,8-13
2 Peter 3:8-15a Mark 1:1-8

Dec. 14, 3" Sunday After Advent
Isaiah 61:1-4,8-11 Psalm 126
1 Thessalonians 5:16-24 John 1:6-8,19-28

Dec. 21, 4™ Sunday After Advent
2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 89:1-4,19-26
Romans 16:25-27 Luke 1:26-38

Dec. 24, Family Service for the Eve of
the Nativity—5:00 p.m.
Isaiah 9:2-7 Psalm 96
Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-20

Dec. 24, Festal Choral Eucharist for

the Eve of the Nativity—11:00 p.m.
Isaiah 62:6-12 Psalm 97
Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:1-20

Dec. 25, Nativity of Our Lord Jesus
Christ: Christmas Day
Isaiah 52:7-10 Psalm 98
Hebrews 1:1-12 John 1:1-14

Dec. 28, 1% Sunday After Christmas
Isaiah 61:10-62:3 Psalm 147
Galatians 3:23-25, 4:4-7 John 1:1-18







Solution to Crossword Puzzle on page 8

2008 CONTRIBUTIONS

Under IRS guidelines, contributions must either
be received or postmarked by December 31st,
2008, in order to be included as a 2008 contribu-
tion for income tax purposes. You may be re-
quired to complete IRS Form 8283 if you are
claiming more than $500 in non-cash contribu-
tions.

Your memorial or thanksgiving dedication for Christmas flowers will not be repeated from last year’s
list. To be included in this year’s list, you must fill out a new form. Please cut out the following form
and return to the Parish Offices by December 15th. There are also forms available at the Welcome
Center for your convenience.

Please place the following MEMORIALS in the Christmas Bulletin’s Flower List:

Please place the following THANKSGIVINGS in the Christmas Bulletin’s Flower List:

Signature:

——————————— ey

Please return this form to the Parish Office by the deadline or your memorial or thanksgiv-
| ing will not appear on the Christmas Flower List as it has in prior years.  Your donation to
I defray the cost of flowers will be gratefully recei ved.
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