February, 2008

Absalom Jones
Celebration 2008

St. Paul's 31st annual celebration of
Blessed Absalom Jones, our church’s
first priest of African descent, will be
held Saturday, February 9 at 6:30 pm
and in our worship services on
Sunday, February 10th. This year’s t;
guest preacher will be The Rev. S.

Sebastian Campbell. For more information see page 9.

First Sunday Parish Forum
—Our guest presenter will be Rick Carter, a
community organizer with Flint Area Congregations
Together. The forum takes place in Barth Hall following the
2nd worship service.

Music of Note!

Pancakes! Pancakes! PANCAKES ... and sausage

The Boy, Children, and Girl Choirs
invite you and your neighbors to our
Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner
on February 5" at 6:00 p.m. in Barth
Hall. We're serving all the
pancakes, waffles, bacon, and sausages you can eat
for only a donation to the Children’s Choir Fund.
These funds help send our youth to RSCM Courses

(Continued on page 8

@,-5-.. Inquirers’ Class To Start
2
Fr. Marty is offering an Inquirers’ Class
W A on Sunday mornings from February 3rd

through April 6th. This class offers
participants an extensive introduction to the
Episcopal Church, to our parish’s history and
mission, and to the meaning of membership in the
Body of Christ. It is also—for those who choose—

(Continued on page 8)

Vol. XVV, No. 2

Absalom Jones Celebration................ 9

Birthday’'s & Anniversary’s.................... 3
Baby Shower.........ccooooiiiiiiin .8
Fr. Marty’s MUSiNgS.........ccoovvvvvunceeneennn. 2
Gifts of Grace.....ccoeevvvveiieviiiiiiicieiieeeees 4
Lenten Wednesdays ..........cccccvvveennnnn. 9
Music at St. Paul's................o.ooo e 10}
Rector's CroSS.....ccoovvvvvevieiienininnnnnnn 9
Scholarship Fund ..........cccccovin. 7
ServicesforLent..............oooeveieinnen, 3
The Beacon.............co cvvviieees ceviennnn. 6

711 South Saginaw Street
Flint , Ml 48502
(810) 234-8637 + Fax (810) 234-9558
E-mail: stpaulschurch@ameritech.net

Parish Offices hours
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-noon; 1-4 p.m.

Elizabeth Jordan , Senior Warden

Mark Wilson , Junior Warden & Elder,
Building & Grounds Ministry

Julie Arter , Elder, Christian Formation
Ministry; Elder, Liturgy & Worship
Ministry; Vera Scott Youth
Enrichment Fund

Rebecca Bennett, Elder, Hospitality
Ministry; Elder, Evangelism &
Newcomer Ministry

Alfred Cook , Treasurer; Susan Kilmer
Scholarship Fund Committee
Member

Pat Emenyonu , Elder, Diversity
Ministry

Elizabeth Hackett , Elder, Christian
Formation & Youth Ministry

Barbara Hamilton, Elder, Outreach
Ministry

Clayton Leroue, Steering Committee;
Elder, Stewardship/Finance Ministry

Audrey Stephens , Elder, Pastoral
Care Ministry




Fr. Marty’s Musings
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WHAT ARE THE SEVEN BLUNDERS
OF THE MODERN WORLD?

The Seven Blunders were engraved on a talisman by Mahatma
Gandhi for his grandson, Arun, a few weeks before Gandhi was
assassinated in 1947. The Indian leader said the blunders caused
the violence that plagues the world. Here they are:

WEALTH WITHOUT WORK
PLEASURE WITHOUT CONSCIENCE
KNOWLEDGE WITHOUT CHARACTER
COMMERCE WITHOUT MORALITY
SCIENCE WITHOUT HUMANITY
WORSHIP WITHOUT SACRIFICE
POLITICS WITHOUT PRINCIPLES

Arun Gandhi added an eighth blunder: RIGHTS WITHOUT
RESPONSIBILITIES. He states we become impatient for our rights
but we ignore our responsibilities. Gandhi himself claimed that our
rights flowed out of our responsibilities, not vice versa.

In the book, WORLD WITHOUT VIOLENCE, Arun Gandhi writes,
“At the root of all violence is our materialism, which makes us self-
centered and selfish. Materialism and morality, Grandfather said,
have an inverse relationship. When one rises the other ebbs.
Humanity must find an equitable balance between the two if we are
to create harmony and peace in the world.”

Article was contributed by Alice Andrews for a newsletter in
Tennessee.

Again this year, the pastors of the downtown
churches will host mid-week worship services each
Wednesday throughout Lent for the downtown
community. This year’s services will be held at
the Court Street United Methodist Church starting
on February 13th. Each service will begin at
noon, last 1/2 hour, and be followed by a
luncheon provided by one or more of the
downtown churches. The series culminates on
Good Friday (March 21st) when the churches,
pastors, and choirs gather at Court Street United
Methodist Church for the traditional three-hour
liturgy of Good Friday and the Cross.

You'll see and hear more about this series of
services as the days approach.

FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

1—Marion Leman
3—Alexandra Hoover
Joan Reynolds
5—William Anderson
6—Thomas Meyer
9—Keith Cross
11—Rebecca Bennett
12—Alan Brisbane
13—Waunetta Remington
14—Connor Eiferle
Chandra Field
15—Florence Gaus
16—Marion Wilson
17—Mary Fan
18—Timothy Waltman
19—Alexandra Isaac
21—Alexander VanDuyne
23—Charlene Palmer
24—Margaret Lintz
Rishaul Nital
28—Marvin Latchana

FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES

24—Christopher & Meghan
Hennessy
26—Jack & Peggy Dyball




By Grayce Scholt

At the forum following the 10:30 service on
January 27, | heard—among the many
comments expressed—words describing our city
as “dying” and “disintegrating.” It saddened me.
That notion has become so much a part of our
thinking that such a description is accepted as
fact, as truth, and so inevitable that the words
“tripped lightly off the tongue.” But they
rankled me.

There is no denying we are going through
an extremely difficult time. The
unemployment and crime figures are
staggering—some of the worst in the
nation. The plight of Flint resembles a
patient who has been critically wounded
and is waiting on a gurney outside of the
ER---waiting and waiting for attention that seems
likely will never come. It's so easy to assume
that it's only a matter of time and the patient will
die.

And it's equally easy to conclude that St. Paul's
is an integral part of that wounded patient—one
who has been stabbed deep in the heart and is
bleeding to death.

Well, that notion rankles me too. It makes me
downright angry. Especially when there are so
many signs that the patient is finally getting
attention and the blood-letting is at least getting
under control.

Let’s think about Flint first. Signs? What signs?
Take a walk down Saginaw Street. Remodeling
and reconstruction are everywhere. Visit the
many colleges—the University of Michigan’s
handsome residence halls under construction,
Mott College and Baker University’s attractive
campuses flooded with students, Kettering
University’s expansion as it plays a vital part in
the use of renewable energy and engineering
advances, and growing enrollments in business
schools, such as Davenport, and university

extensions, such as Ferris State.

Even the Hurley Hospital area is undergoing
revitalization, and plans for a University
Avenue, presently Third Avenue, that would
create a vital connection with Mott, the U-M and
Kettering are advancing.

And consider our Cultural Center-
-The Flint Institute of Arts, the
Institute of Music, the Whiting, the
Sloan Transportation Museum, the
Planetarium and the Youth
Theater. It rivals--and exceeds--
any such center in the state, and
in many other states.

But what about St. Paul's? In the heart of it
all—in the middle of the awakening downtown of
our great city—is our Church--a marvel of neo-
Gothic architecture that has no equal in the
region, and a dynamic congregation made up of
a rich diversity of people and cultures willing to
be open to new ideas and new challenges. In
short, a church with a huge “heart in the heart of
the city.”

A dying city? A dying church? 1 don't think so.
We in Flint—and especially those of us who love
this city and this church and what it represents—
stand on the cusp of an era that has enormous
potentiality. All around us are the signs of a new
awakening, a renaissance, a re-birth not only of
the city, but of St. Paul’s place in it.

| see the possibility as a Gift of Grace that has
been given to us--the opportunity to “do the work
God has given us to do” and do it with a heart
full of loving kindness for our city and its people
and for our church’s place in it.

And | thank the Lord for the gift.
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You can get dental hygiene services at minimum cost provided by students in the
dental assisting and hygiene program at Mott Community College.
supervised by licensed dentists and dental hygienists.

Students are
Services include oral

screening; prophylaxis; fluoride treatments; periodontal evaluation, treatment, and

bi-annual cleaning; x-rays and sealants.

Fees are based on a sliding scale

depending on your income. To get more information and to schedule an appointment call the dental

secretary at (810)762-0493 or 762-0328.

You can also get FREE newspaper and television listings service over the
telephone. Many seniors have lost enough vision that reading the daily newspapers

is no longer possible.
sign up for NFB-NEWSLINE® over the phone.

If you're a patron of a Talking Book library, call your library to
If not, then visit their Web site at

www.nfbnewsline.org to fill out an application online or download one and mail it.
You can also call them at 1-866-504-7300. Ask for a Demo Code to try it out.

Fear can be used as a powerful and
manipulative form of coercion, and identity theft
scammers know this. And fear is the emotion
they are counting on to trick people into
revealing personal information to unscrupulous
people posing as court employees in various jury
duty scams.

In one version of the scam, a person claiming to
be a jury coordinator calls to say that you have
been selected for jury duty and need to verify
your identity by giving your Social Security
Number, birth date, address and credit card
number. If you refuse to give this information,
the scammer threatens you with the prospect of
a fine or arrest.

Another version of the jury duty scam is even
more threatening. The scammer, again
pretending to be a court official, informs you that
you have failed to report for jury duty and that a
warrant has been issued for your arrest. When
you assert that you never received a summons
for jury duty, the ID thief claims that in order to
check it out, s/he needs some confidential
information for “verification” purposes—again
your SSN, address, credit card number, etc.

Do not fall for these ploys or any other variation

on the jury duty scam. These unscrupulous
people are preying on people’s emotions. The
sudden shock and guilt of being told we’ve been
delinquent in fulfilling a civic duty and the fear of
fine and arrest can momentarily throw us off
guard, making us vulnerable to being less
vigilant about protecting personal information.

Citizens who are needed for jury duty are
informed by letter, not phone calls. People who
fail to report for jury duty receive a second
summons, and it will be clearly labeled “Second
Summons.”

What to do if you receive a fake jury duty call:
Hang up! It's OK to be rude.

Never give out birth date, bank, credit card,
Social Security or other personal
information over the phone.

Screen calls. Let your answering machine
take messages from unknown callers.
Nowadays, a phone with “Caller ID” is
almost a necessity.

Report a call like this to the Attorney General’s
office.
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SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE: Are you a qualified student seeking supplemental financial aid to
further your education? If you fulfill the requirements, you may be eligible for assistance from the
Susan Kilmer Scholarship Fund. Application forms are available at the church from Brenda, our
Parish Secretary, or from Grayce Scholt, Fund Secretary, at 805 Kensington, Flint, Ml 48503.

SHARE YOUR FAVORITE FAMILY RECIPES — In celebration of
our annual Absalom Jones International (Potluck) Luncheon, please

_ contribute a recipe for our Diversity Cookbook. Submit to

patemen@umflint.edu (Pat Emenyonu) or jlaje3@yahoo.com (Julie Arter),
or you may drop your recipes in the envelope pinned to the Diversity

Ministry’s bulletin board in Barth Hall.



Inquirer’s Class to Start cpntinued from page 1)

preparation for the Sacrament of Confirmation, which will
be administered at our bishop’s visitation on April 12th.

The class meets from 9 a.m. until 10 a.m. each
Sunday morning in the Canterbury Room.

Please let us know if you are interested in attending by
calling our Parish Secretary, Brenda, with your R.S.V.P.,
and if you have questions about this opportunity, please
feel free to contact Fr. Marty.
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FYl—Jacqueline (the Mom) is registered at Babies-R-Us. Please join
us in the fun, joy, and celebration of one of our newest church
members.

A Baby Shower for

Natalee Hoover-Waltman

February 17th in Barth Hall
at noon

Ash Wednesday Services
February 6th
Holy Eucharist with the
Imposition of Ashes

7am., 12:10 p.m., & 7 p.m.

Music of Note(continued from page 1)
and to purchase new robes for our
growing youth. Beverages are
included with the meal. Again, bring
your neighbors and friends for a great
meal and wonderful fellowship.

Please also note, Lenten Brown Bag
Concerts this year are on Thursdays at
five minutes after noon beginning on
February 7th. Come and be inspired and
let your spirit sore this Lenten season.

Soli Deo Gloria
(To God alone Glory)
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Lenten Wednesdays at St. Paul’s

Classes to enrich your spiritual growth and your Lenten observance begin February 13th at 6 pm.
Come join in our Lenten supper and study each Wednesday evening through March 12th. This
year’s study starts with “A Lenten Journey” with Fr. Michael Himes — a video-based inquiry into the
lections for the Sundays of Lent. Need more info? Call the Parish Offices or see the rector. There’s
will a small donation requested for the meal. Thanks and see you there!



¥ A Children’s Choirs to sing at Holy Redeemer
//f@ﬂo @ N
mJ ‘m St. Paul's Children’s Choir have been invited to sing at a special service at Holy

\) \‘\/ . \ / Redeemer Church on February 8th @ 7 p.m. Holy Redeemer will present “My
‘“ ‘ l Faith Journey” an uplifting evening of worship and praise with Deacon Alex

o wurvi Jones. All are invited to attend but be warned, seats fill up fast. They are lo-

cated at 1227 E. Bristol Road (I-475 & Bristol), in Burton.

Music at St. Paul’s, February 17th @ 3:30 p.m.

Isaac Grier, a native of Flint, received his
Bachelor of Music from Xavier University of Lou-
isiana (New Orleans) and his Master of Music at
the Manhattan School of Music (New York City).
During his studies he performed in operas “A
Midsummer Night's Dream”, “Madame Butterfly”,
“Trouble in Tahiti’, Don Pasquale” and
“LaBoheme.”

In the summer of 2006,
he participated in the Martina
Arroyo Foundation where he
performed in “Don Giovanni”
by Mozart. More recently he
has pOerformed with the Caro-
lyn Mawby Chorale.

Upcoming Scripture Lessons
for Worship

The Revised Common Lectionary: Year A

February 3, Last Sunday After Epiphany
Exodus 24:12-16 Psalm 2
2 Peter 1:16-21 Matthew 17:1-9

February 10, 1% Sunday in Lent:
The Feast of Absalom Jones
Isaiah 61:1-4 Psalm 137:1-6

Romans 5:12-19 John 15:12-15

February 17, 2" Sunday in Lent
Genesis 12:1-4a Psalm 121
Romans 4:1-5 John 3:1-17

February24, 3rd Sunday in Lent
Exodus 17:1-7 Psalm 95
Romans 5:L1-11 John 4:5-42

Pray for........

The sick and recovering and those in any sor-
row or distress:

Bruce Allard, Janelle Auch, Barbara, Cheryl
& Offie Blake, Melissa Blondin, Sandy Cal-
vin, Doris Carroll. Phyllis Crane, Alla Drum-
mond, Umunna Emenyonu, Leslie Fries, Ful-
cher Family, Amy Renee Gibbo, Quentin
Graham, Helen Graham, Viola Hall, Peggy
Kirk, Kim Latoni, Joyce Leroue, Janice Con-
ner-Mandy, Ginger Matar, Michael, Alan Mi-
chael, Mary Lee Michael, Mary Lou Odom,
Vera Perry, Sherry Reinertson, John Rey-
nolds, Isla Schumaker, Judy Wehrli, Don
Willoughby, Ryan Wilson, Dale Woodbury,
Guy B. Young

Those who are in the hospital & other care
facilities:

James Graham, Briarwood
(Quentin Graham'’s brother)

John MacKinnon, Hospice
(Father of Beth Hackett)

Johneice Ollings, Hurley
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