March, 2008

First Sunday Parish Forum

March 2 — Our Steering Committee will offer a first report
of their first two days of work with our consultants, Larry

Peers and Alice Mann. This is your time for Q & A.

Music of Note

Attention piano students! Music at St. Paul's artist Joel
Hastings is offering a piano master class, Saturday,
March 8" at 10 a.m. here at St. Paul’s. Anyone is
welcome to play for Mr. Hastings, who will offer pointers
and helpful comments. More about Mr. Hastings follows:
Canadian-born Joel Hastings was the winner of the 2006
8th International Web Concert Hall Competition
(www.webconcerthall.com) and the 1993 International
Bach Competition at the Kennedy Center in Washington,
D.C. After delivering a stunning performance at the Tenth
Van Cliburn International Piano Competition in Fort
Worth, Texas, one reporter designated Mr. Hastings the
“audience favorite” while another declared, “the kinetic
fingers of this young Canadian reminded me strongly of

(Continued on page 8)

Parish Easter Breakfast

Our Outreach Ministry will treat us all to a special Easter
Breakfast on Easter Sunday morning, 9:15—10 am. Plan
to be part of this great fellowship opportunity.
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Fr. Marty’s Musings

v o ¥ The old saying is: “March comes in

like a lion and goes out like a lamb.”
That quaint phrase is, of course, a
reference to March’'s weather. Of
course, that was probably written by
someone who lived just a bit farther
south than we do. In my time here in
Michigan, I've noticed that for us it's more
usually April that comes in like a lion and goes
out like a lamb.

But this March there will be a lion and a
lamb, nevertheless — a very different lamb than
the metaphor for weather. This year March
begins with the Church in Lent — a season of
discipline and introspection and preparation, a
stern season that could give one the sense of
the lion’s strength — and ends with the Church in
Easter — the season of victory for the Lamb of
God, Jesus our Savior.

Easter is March 23, Elsewhere in this
issue you'll find the schedule for our services of
worship for Holy Week and Easter. | hope and
pray that our liturgies and our times of gathering
will bless your spiritual journey, be a source of
spiritual growth and commitment, and will bring
you closer to the God we serve.

But | would be remiss if | didn’t remind
you that we are still in Lent. Since Lent started
so early (seemingly on the heels of Christmas
and the Feast of the Epiphany), some of us are
just getting into the Lenten frame of mind. Some
of us have found it hard to shift mental and
spiritual gears for Lent. | fully understand; that’s
been my experience too. But we are in Lent,
and | trust you are doing what you feel called to
do to observe this Holy Season.

On Wednesday, Feb. 20", at our Lenten
Wednesdays at St. Paul's gathering for dinner
and study, our video presenter, Fr. Michael
Himes, offered (almost in passing) a thought that
has become an important, centering thought for
me this Lent. He said, “The Church asks us to
practice Lent in order to prepare for the renewal
of our baptismal vows at the Easter Vigil.”

Many of us think of Lent as a preparation
for the celebrations of Easter, a way to
experience a sense of darkness so that the light

of Easter’s glories will shine all the brighter. In
this way of thinking, Lent invites us truly to
acknowledge our sinfulness and to come to
repentance — to acknowledge we are darkness
and want to turn to the light. By so doing, we are
then more worthy to praise God for Jesus’ Easter
victory. And, yes, this is part of what Lent is all
about.

But being worthy to celebrate Christ's
triumph is not all that Lent is about; Lent is also
about preparing to recommit to our baptismal
vows. We spend 40 days getting ready to renew
our promises to God, the same promises (we
must admit) that we have kept so imperfectly
since the last Easter. In the cycle of the
Church’s year, this annual renewal of our
commitments is the most important act of the
Church and its members.

This renewal takes place at the Easter
Vigil, the single most significant liturgy of the
Church’s year. The penultimate act of worship
that the Church offers. | am always amazed at
how few people participate in our parish’s Easter
Vigil (7 pm on Holy Saturday). This service is
everything toward which Lent builds. At that
service, we remember the history of God’s acts
of salvation as recorded in scripture. We baptize
those who are coming into the family of God,
and, above all, we renew our pledges of
obedience, fidelity, and service to the God who
made us and all we have and all we are.

This is the real service of Easter. What
we do on Easter Sunday morning is grand, but to
get to Easter morning without making the acts of
commitment we make during the Vigil is to waste
half of the preparations of Lent. To do so means
we are claiming a part in the glorious victory
without making anew the appropriate response
of promising to serve and obey God (promises
we rightly owe him) because he has graciously
allowed us to share in the victory.

| hope you will make every effort to have a
complete Easter, an Easter of celebration and an
Easter of new commitment. | look forward to
sharing the services of Holy Week and Easter
with you, and . . . | pray . . . especially the Easter
Vigil.




ST. PAUL'S PASTORAL CARE MINISTRY
invites all other parish ministries to join in
hosting an all-ministries party. We have so
d much fun at Christmas with our annual
Y Christmas Party that we thought a party for
all our ministries would be great fun, and we
are thinking about having it in the Spring.
Truly, every member of the parish provides ministry one to another
and to our community, so we all serve Our Lord through St. Paul’s.
Why don’'t we get together and celebrate and have some fun?
Would you like a party right after the 10:30 service or would an
evening or afternoon time be better? If you like the idea, we can
work out the details later. Please express your interest to or get
more information from Ferrell Katzenberger at 694-8532.

PASTORAL CARE VISITORS

Our Pastoral Care Ministry is taking
another step out of the pews, by forming a
group of caring individuals to help to extend
God’s love and joy.
This group would make home visits,
phone calls, and offer other ways to help out
our parish family: maybe make or deliver a meal, take someone

out to lunch or just lend a helping hand or listening ear.

By no means will this take the place of Fr. Marty’s or Deacon
Sharon’s visits. This ministry opportunity is to help out in long-term
or short-term situations. There are members of our St. Paul's
family that would really appreciate this loving ministry.

Wouldn't you please consider joining our team of good deed
doers and well wishers? You aren’t obligated to attend Pastoral
Care Ministry meetings, though you certainly are invited to stop in
anytime! (Second Tuesday of every month at 4 p.m., by the way)

To be part of this new initiative or to have your guestions
answered, please call Ferrell Katzenberger at 694-8532
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BIRTHDAYS

2—Brady Baldwin,

Jared Calhoun
3—Mary Paula Grimes,

Barbara Hamilton-

Welch
5—Viola Hall,

Ashley Vinci
6—Dorothy Harris
7—James Leman
8—Velecia Ford
9—Jeddie Berry,

Robert Miner
10—Susan Brisbane,

Elaine David
12—Helen Cates,
Meredith Hackett
19—Brian Kump
21—Rachel Wandmacher
22—Christopher Field
24—Edward Arter,
Jeanine Franklin,
Darlene Hartley
27—Kimberly Glazier
29—Rose Christianson
30—Pat Emenyonu
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ANNIVERSARIES
1—Alan and Mary Lee

Michael
17—Donald and Mary Ann
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Bronson

18—Alfred and Elizabeth
Cook

25—David and Kayla
Harwood
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ALZHEIMER'S PROGRAM
The Facts about Alzheimer’s
Presenter: Tassy Kalemis, Every third Wednesday

? Program Coordinator

® Thursday, April 10, 2008

2:00—4:00 p.m.
Barth Hall

Free and open to the public

Refreshments will be served

beginning May 21, 2008
St. Paul's Canterbury Room at 2:00 p.m.

Public welcome, so tell any relatives,
neighbors and friends who may need the
support of the shared experience of caring
for a loved one with Alzheimer’s.

Deacon Sharon, Group Leader
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Upcoming Scripture Lessons
for Worship

The Revised Common Lectionary: Year A

March 2, 4™ Sunday in Lent
1 Samuel 16:1-13 Psalm 23
Ephesians 5:8-14 John 9:1-41

March 9, 5™ Sunday in Lent
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Psalm 130
Romans 8:6-11 John 11:1-45

March 16, Sunday of the Passion:
Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11 Matthew 26:14-27:66

March 23, Sunday of the Resurrection:
Easter Day
Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
Colossians 3:1-4 John 20:1-18

March 30, The 2" Sunday of Easter
Acts 2:14a,22-32 Psalm 16
1 Peter 1:3-9  John 20:19-31

Pray for .........

The home parishioners, those in nursing
homes, and their caregivers
Georgia Shaw, Virgie Smith, Laura Vieu

The sick and recovering and those in any sor-

row or distress:
Bruce Allard, Mary Jo Allard,Janelle Auch,
Barbara, Michi Blake, Melissa Blondin, Sandy
Calvin, Doris Carroll, Dorothy Conner, Phyllis
Crane, Can. Bob Davidson, Alla Drummond,
Leslie Fries, Fulcher family, Lucy Habte-Gabr,
Viola Hall, Janice Conner-Mandy, Ginger
Matar, Michael, Mary Lou Odom, Sherry
Reinertson, John Reynolds, Isla Schumaker,
Judy Wehrli, Don Willoughby, Ryan Wilson,
Dale Woodbury, family & friends of Quenton
Graham, family & friends of Jean McDaniel,
family & friends of James Bleau, family &
friends of Mabry Wansley, family & friends of
Alzetta Tagge

Those who are in the hospital & other care
facilities:
John MacKinnon, Hospice (Father of Beth
Hackett)
Those who have entered larger life:
Quenton Graham, Mabry Wansley,
James Bleau (Linda Coles father), Jean
McDaniel, and Alzetta Tagge
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(Continued on page 8)



Music of Note

(Continued from page 1)
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Finizio Easter Boxes

(Continued from page 7)
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March 16

March 17

March 18

March 19

March 20

March 21

March 22

March 23

Palm Sunday

Holy Monday
Holy Tuesday
Holy Wednesday

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Holy Saturday

Easter

Holy Eucharist w/ Liturgy of the Palms @ 8:00 am &
10:30 am
Palm Sunday Concert @ 7:00 pm

Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm
Holy Eucharist @ 9:00 am
Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm

Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm
Holy Eucharist w/ Washing of Feet @ 7:00 pm

Communion of the Pre-sanctified @ 10:30 am
Good Friday Liturgy (at Court Street United Methodist Church)
from noon ‘til 3 pm
The Service of “The Way of the Cross” (a.k.a. Stations) @
7:00 pm

The Great Vigil of Easter @ 7:00 pm.
Festal Holy Eucharist's @ 10:30 m

Parish Easter Breakfast (by Outreach Ministry) @ 9:15 am
Flowering of the Cross & Raising of the Alleluia @ 9:45 am
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To have the names of your loved ones
Included in this year’'s Easter Flower
List, a new form must be submitted;
we do not carry them over from the
previous year. If you haven'’t already
turned one in this year, fill out form be-
low and return to Brenda, our parish

secretary.
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