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711 South Saginaw Street    

Flint , MI  48502 
(810) 234-8637  •  Fax (810) 234-9558 
E-mail: stpaulschurch@ameritech.net 

 

Parish Offices hours 
Monday-Friday 9 a.m.-noon; 1-4 p.m. 
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Elizabeth Jordan , Senior Warden; CEC 

Board Member; Vestry Executive 
Ministry 

Mark Wilson , Junior Warden; Elder, 
Building & Grounds Ministry; Vestry 
Executive Ministry 

Julie Arter , Elder, Christian Formation 
Ministry; Elder, Liturgy & Worship 
Ministry; Vera Scott Youth Enrichment 
Fund 

Rebecca Bennett, Elder, Hospitality 
Ministry; Elder, Evangelism & 
Newcomer Ministry 

Pat Emenyonu , Elder, Diversity/Absalom 
Jones Ministry; CEC Board Member 

Barbara Hamilton-Welch, Elder, 
Outreach Ministry 

Clayton Leroue, Steering Committee;    
      Elder, Stewardship/Finance Ministry; 
 Vestry Executive Ministry 
Audrey Stephens , Elder, Pastoral      
      Care Ministry; Clerk of the Vestry 
Ex officio: Fred Kump , Treasurer�
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CHICKEN DINNER 
 

St. Paul’s Outreach Ministry’s annual 
chicken dinner to benefit Crossover 
is scheduled for Sunday, September 
21st from 11:30 to 2:30 p.m. at the 
Masonic Temple.  See any Outreach 
Ministry member or event chairperson Mary Smith for 
tickets and information.  Come and enjoy an all-you-
can-eat dinner and support Crossover Downtown 
Outreach Ministries.  You can also buy tickets at our 
Parish Offices.�

RALLY SUNDAY & PICNIC  SET  
���������� �

On Sunday, September 14th, we kick off our autumn 
activities as we rally around St. Paul’s.  Please note: that 
day we will open our Church School year and have our 
annual Parish Picnic.� This year’s picnic will be held at 
Elms Road Park, Pavilion #1, in Swartz Creek starting @ 
2:00 p.m.  It’s on Elms Road north of Miller Road.  Maps 

(Continued on page 6) 

PROGRAMS TO RESUME 
 

It’s that time of year again when most of 
our programs and  rehearsals resume.  
The following parish programs start back 
up on the day indicated: 

 

3rd—Girls Choir Rehearsal @ 5:00 pm 
4th—Chancel Choir Rehearsal @ 7:00 pm 

8th—Boys Choir Rehearsal @ 5:00 pm 
Bell Choir Rehearsal @ 7:00 pm 

14th—Christian Formation resumes @ 9:00 am 
17th—Bible Study resumes @ 11:00 am 

24th—Royal School of Church Music (RSCM) @ 6:30 pm 
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Fr. Marty’s Musings 

Back in 2006, our Parish-Rector Relationship 
Committee — a group with whom I sit down 
every year to see how we are supporting one 
another in ministry — challenged me to present a 
vision for our parish’s future, a vision to guide 
and direct us as we navigate our way into days 
yet unseen.  Frankly, I was reluctant to do as 
asked, but not because I do not have a personal 
vision for what St. Paul’s can be.  I was reluctant 
because I wholeheartedly believe a parish’s 
vision should not come from the mind of one 
person.  I believe a vision — if we are truly to 
own it and live toward it — is something that we 
must all create together.  So I demurred a bit, but 
then, as it is my role to lead this parish, I decided 
to cast, not a vision, but a challenge.  Here are 
some excerpts from the conclusion of that fairly 
lengthy paper: 
 

“So, what should St. Paul’s look like one year 
from now?  It is my vision that St. Paul’s, in one 
year, will be a place that is willing to die. 

Let me explain.  In the parish’s being—in our 
being—we are in love with our parish life as it is.  
If we are to grow, to reach out, to engage those 
who are outside our parish community and 
welcome them in, we must be willing to die to 
what we are  in favor of the new life to which 
God calls and leads us  . . . 

That is the cycle of Gospel living in a nutshell: 
dying to rise and then doing it again.  That’s the 
pattern for the life of God’s kingdom that Our 
Lord Jesus established in his own life and body, 
and if we are to be the body of Christ, we can 
have no other pattern . . .  

In short, my vision is that, in one year’s time, 
we will be ready to die to what we have been and 
ready to resurrect into what God calls us and 
guides us to be.  That death may involve 
changes to our liturgies, our way of decision 
making, our Christian Formation, and every other 
aspect of what makes us a parish. 

Having a vision enables us to have a 
roadmap.  Let me illustrate: 

Let’s say that we are to travel by car; that’s 
our mission .  (Aside: our actual mission 
statement is appended to this article)  Without a 
destination, we just travel and travel.  Having a 

destination means we know where we are 
supposed to arrive; that’s our vision .  As we 
diligently travel down the road in our car, a road 
map helps us get to our destination; the roadmap 
is a plan of accomplishment .  Traveling 
requires all three: mission, vision, and plan of 
accomplishment.  Not all roadmaps/plans need 
to be lengthy or detailed.  They simply need to 
be adequate . . . 

 

Now—thanks to the hard and diligent work of 
our Steering Committee, working in conjunction 
with our Alban Institute consultants—we are on 
the road to creating that vision, to doing so 
together, and to defining for ourselves that 
destination at which we’d all like to arrive in the 
year 2018 — ten years from now. 

Our Steering Committee has taken on the 
huge task of contacting as many parishioners as 
possible, of sitting down on-to-one with you, and 
of listening to what you have to say about your 
picture of St. Paul’s future.  They’re going to ask 
you, “When you close your eyes and picture St. 
Paul’s in 2018, what do you see?  Describe it.”  
And they’re going to ask follow on questions to 
help you dig deeply into what you see and to 
help you do so in pictographic terms.  From 
these interviews, the committee will bring all our 
input together to form a new vision, a vision of 
the renewed St. Paul’s. 

Please give the committee’s members your 
time and cooperation when they call on you.  
This is a crucial part of the process of long-range 
renewal for our beloved parish. 

And will the parish look in 10 years like it 
does today?  Probably not.  Yet, if we are willing 
to let what this place has been die, and put it in 
the hands of God, and let him lead us to our new 
vision and future, we can rest assured that God 
has resurrection in store for our church.  After all, 
God knows how to do resurrection, and he 
shows himself to be a God who wants to bring 
life from death! 

St. Paul’s Mission Statement 
St. Paul’s is called to be a growing Christian 
community that embraces diversity, makes holy 
use of God’s resources, and serves all in joyful 
fellowship. 
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ALL ARE WELCOME 
 

TICKETS AVAILABLE FROM ANY 
GOSPEL CHOIR MEMBER OR 
FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 

�

Ticket Price $5.00 
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Recently our team developed a five step process 
for creating a vision for the St. Paul’s of the year 
of 2018.  We reviewed our process with our con-
sultants just to make sure we weren’t leav-
ing out something important.  Step one, the 
research portion of the plan was initiated on 
July 2nd.  The final step will be completed on 
October 26th, with the visit of our consulting 
team.  We are now beginning step three of 
the process that calls for gathering input 
from our parishioners.  Over the next six 
weeks members of our Steering Committee 
will be contacting as many of you as possi-
ble to gain your thoughts for a vision for St. 
Paul’s.  When we are finished we’ll have enough 
information to develop a vision statement that 
reflects the hopes and dreams of all of us.  Our 
vision of what we feel St. Paul’s is called to be 
will give our consulting team what is needed to 

help us develop an action plan for growth.  The 
action plan will conclude phase one of our con-
sulting relationship. 

 
Phase two will deal with implementing 
the plan.  That’s where the “heavy lift-
ing” will occur.  As we said at the Au-
gust 3rd parish forum, any vision of St. 
Paul’s of 2018 cannot wait until 2018 
to be completed.  We must get started 
on the plan soon.  Achieving our vision 
will require ongoing change that we’ll 
all either be involved in or affected by.  

It is not going to be easy; there is no silver bullet 
or magic “Shazaam” to rescue us from what 
needs to be done.  Only prayer, hard work and 
commitment to our common vision will get us 
past the pain of change.  I am confident that with 
God’s help, we can and will make it. 

Shaping The Future IV 
By Clay Leroue�

Gift of Grace 
By Claudia Hollinger 

 
While trying to decide which one of the 
“gifts of grace” I wanted to write about, 
there was one that really stayed on my 
heart.  The first gift is not one that comes 
in a box or a gift bag, but it does come 

with beautiful wrapping.  The “gift of grace” that God has so 
graciously given me, is the love of St. Paul’s congregation. 
 
God has given me the “gift of grace” through those who con-
stantly approached me about becoming a deacon, and 
those who helped me to discern the call to the diaconate.  
His “gift of grace” also came through those who prayed for 
me; those who came to classes as my support and compan-
ions; and those who encouraged me when I felt like giving 
up during the difficult times. 
 
I believe that when God blesses you with his grace, you 
have received the greatest gift of all.  I thank God for giving 
this lowly handmaiden such a wonderful “gift of grace” and it 
is one that I’ll always cherish. 
 
God bless you all. 

The Best Camp Ever 
 By: Madison Williams (Age 8) 

�
This summer I attended my first choir 
camp at my church, St. Paul’s. The 
camp was a lot of fun. We sang, 
played kickball and went on a field 

trip to Roller 
Haven. The 
best part 
was the con-
cert on Fri-
day evening. 
My mom had 
to rush and 
get black 

shoes for the concert and made it 
back just in time. That was my best 
concert ever!! On the last day of 
camp Mr. Ed gave everyone really 
nice certificates. I hope to continue 
singing so I can earn [my RSCM] yel-
low ribbon. 
  
 �
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Volunteers needed!  No, not to enjoy the aloha of Hawaii; sorry.  
But in the latter half of September, our parish secretary Brenda, will 
be on vacation (and she will be in Hawaii; the lucky thing!)  While 
she ’s gone we need volunteers who can help with LIGHT 
secretarial duties.  If you are able to help, please contact Brenda or 

Ginger in our Parish Offices. 
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(Continued from page 1) 

Rally Sunday and Picnic Set 
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According to the AARP only one legitimate 
organization offers free yearly credit reports 
from the three credit report bureaus.  You 
can find it at www.annualcreditreport.com or 
call them toll free at 1.877.322.8228.  If you 
get emails promising free credit reports, they 
may be from spammers who are trying to 
steal your personal identification informa-
tion.  Or they may be from companies that 

do provide a free report if 
you enroll in a service that 
you will have to pay for at 
$120 or more a year.  Al-
though some companies 
do provide a legitimate free 
service, it may last for only 
a short time—a trial period 
after which you will need to 

pay a fee.  If you fail to cancel the service 
they can charge your credit card. 
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Keeping Independent Seniors Safe is a free 
Monday thru Friday telephone program 
available to any Genesee County resident 
who is 55 or older and living independently.  
Someone from the program will call you if 
they haven’t heard from you during a prear-
ranged time; if there is no response, it alerts 
the KISS volunteers that there may be a 
problem and steps are initiated to follow up 
to make sure that you are safe.  For more 
information call 760-1092.   
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SEPTEMBER  
BIRTHDAYS 

 
2—Suzanne Kayser 
7—Tracy Leman 
10—Robert Marshall 
13—Martin Field 
 Mary Kryza  
 Julie Lennox 
 Heather Meyer 
 Daisy Robinson  
 Hillary Shemes 
14—John Oliver 
15—Arthur Reynolds, Jr. 
 Leon Whitfield 
20—Martha Allard 
 Kathryn  Hackett 
21—Dorothy Bacon 
 Jane Bingham 
 Lawrence Struck 
 Sandra Whitmire 
22—Joseph Heston 
 Willem  Jensen 
 Jane Oldacre 
24—Shirleyan (Gail) Berry 
27—Laura Bowers 
28—Kathryn Welch 
29—Elizabeth Cook 
 Melvin Monroe 
 Lydia Wandmacher 
30—Gordon Edick 

 
 

SEPTEMBER  
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
4—Craig & Sarah Leavitt 
6—William & Darlene Hartley 
 John & Emma Roberts 
 Frederick & Gloria VanDuyne 
9—John & Diana Oliver 
10—Jack & Joan Wiltz 
11—Richard &Linda Calhoun 
16—Walter & Kimberly Latoni 
   Johnathon & Kimberly Williams 
21—Mark & Erika Mitchell 
28—Stevens & Victoria  
    Wandmacher 
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Upcoming Scripture Lessons 
for Worship  

 
The Revised Common Lectionary: 

Year A 

 
Sept. 7,  17 th Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 12:1-4 �  Psalm 149 
Romans 7:15-25a �  Matthew 18:15-20 

 
Sept. 14,  18 th Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 14:19-31 �  Psalm 114  
Romans 14:1-12 �  Matthew 18:21-35 

 
Sept. 21,  19 th Sunday After Pentecost 
Exodus 16:2-15 �  Psalm 105:1-6,37-45  
Philippians 1:21-30 �  Matthew 20:1-16 

 
Sept. 28,  20 th Sunday After Pentecost 

Exodus 17:1-7 �  Psalm 78:1-4,12-16  
Philippians 2:1-13 �  Matthew 21:23-32 

 
 

 

Please Pray for ………  
 

The home parishioners, those in 
nursing homes, and their 
caregivers: Peggy Dyball, Ginny 
Rickey, Georgia Shaw  
 
The sick and recovering and those in any 
sorrow or distress:  Barbara , Jane 
Bingham, 
Richard Bottger, Merrie Carol, Dorothy 
Conner, Phyllis Crane, John Dias, Alla 
Drummond, Jeanine Franklin, Leslie Fries, 
Lucy Habte-Gabr, Barbara Gervais, Helen 
Graham, Carol Grains, Viola Hall, Harley, 
Harry Harris, Margaret Himes, Mary Anne 
Kettler, Sandy Kisser, Gloria Krupp, 
Marsha Kump, Ginger Matar,  Mary Lee & 
Alan, Michael, Dn. Sharon Naughton & 
family, Mary Lou Odom, Sherry Reinertson, 
John Reynolds, Emma Roberts, Isla 
Shumaker,  Betty Stellhorn, Julianna 
Thompson, Irene Tippett, Don Willoughby, 
Dale Woodbury, The Owen Family, The 
Friday Lunch Ministry. 
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The Right Reverend Steven Todd Ousley 

Bishop of Eastern Michigan 
 

Will ordain to the Sacred Order of Deacons 
 

Robert Patrick Finn 
Claudia Hollinger 

Thomas Eugene Smith 
 

Saint Paul’s Episcopal Church 
Saturday, the thirteenth of September 

Two thousand and eight 
At one o’clock in the afternoon 

 
Reception following 

Insurance agent and St. Paul’s parishioner 
Dave Fulcher has been awarded the Davison 
Area Senior Authority’s Ida Goodrich Senior 
Citizen Award for his community contributions.  
 
Senior Center Executive Director Chris Kautz 
said the authority’s board selected the longtime 
area resident for a long list of achievements and 
services.   
 
Dave, who has previously been inducted into 
the Davison Schools Hall of Fame and who has 
received the Davison Good Scout Award, “is 
part of almost every fund-raiser for the City of 
Davison,” Kautz said.   
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We are updating our Parish Directory.  Please complete this form and bring or send back to the 
church regardless if you have or haven’t had any changes.  Please submit completed form by Sep-
tember 30th.  The directory will be published in late October. 
 

Name ________________________________________________________________ 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________________________ 

State _______________  Zip Code _______________________ 

 May we publish your address?      Yes     No     (circle one) 
 

Home Phone Number __________________________________ 
      Publish in directory?         Yes         No       (circle one) 
 

Work Phone Number  __________________________________ 
      Publish in directory?         Yes         No       (circle one) 
 

Cell Phone Number ___________________________________ 
      Publish in directory?         Yes         No       (circle one) 
 

E-Mail Address _______________________________________ 
       Publish in Directory?         Yes       No       (circle one)  

 
Dependents 
 

_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name                                Age 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name                                Age 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name                                Age 
_______________________________________________________________________________ 
Name                                Age 
 

 If you have an alternate address for certain times of the year, please furnish information below. 
 

Address ______________________________________________________________ 

City _________________________________________________________________ 

State _______________  Zip Code _______________________ 

 May we publish your address ?     Yes     No     (circle one) 
 
 

Please indicate dates at alternate address 

________________________to _________________________ 
 

Alternate Phone Number  
______________________________________ 
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The Epistle 
is published 11 months each year by: 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
711 S. Saginaw St., 

Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558 

Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field 
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon 

Submissions due: 
Second Friday of each month 

Articles appear one time only 
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