April 2009

Sunday Mornings at St. Paul’'s

Worship: 8 am & 10:30 am
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 9-9:30 am
Children’s Classes: 9:30-10:15 am
Inquirers’ Class: 9-10 am (3/29/09-6/14/09)

Easter Schedule & Parish Breakfast

PLEASE NOTE: Only one worship service Easter Sun-
day — 10:30 am! Our Outreach Ministry will treat us to an
Easter Breakfast, 9:15—10 am. Plan to be part of this great
fellowship opportunity. (See full Holy Week schedule, p. 3)
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Inquirer’s Class Has Begun . . .

but join in anyway! The Inquirers’ Class is a
% ten-session class for those who want to

" learn more about the Episcopal Church,
who may want to prepare for confirmation,
or who want to revisit the basics of our faith.
It meets at 9 am each Sunday through June
14" (except Easter). Sign up at the Welcome Center or call
Brenda in the Parish Offices.

711 South Saginaw Street
Flint , Ml 48502
(810) 234-8637 « Fax (810) 234-9558
E-mail: stpaulschurch@ameritech.net
Office hours:
Monday-Friday, 9-noon & 1-4

Elizabeth Jordan , Senior Warden; CEC
Board Member; Member, Vestry
Executive Ministry; & Member, Susan
Kilmer Scholarship Fund Committee

Eucharistic Visitors plan to gather on Sunday,
April 19, in Room 1 after the 10: 30 service. Meeting will
take place in the Canterbury Room. See you there.

Mark Wilson , Junior Warden; Elder,
Building & Grounds Ministry; & Member,
Vestry Executive Ministry

Andrew Dill , Elder, Evangelism &
Newcomer Ministry & Elder, Liturgy &
Worship Ministry

Flowering of the Cross

Easter Sunday morning 9:45 am. Do you
have flowers to bring to adorn the symbol
of Jesus’ death and help it become a
symbol of resurrection? Please bring them
that day to church.
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Pat Emenyonu , Elder, Absalom Jones
Diversity Ministry & Member, CEC
Board

Barbara Hamilton-Welch
Ministry

Clayton Leroue , Elder, Futuring Ministry;
Elder, Stewardship/Finance Ministry; &
Member, Vestry Executive Ministry

Barbara Mannor , Elder, Hospitality Ministry

, Elder, Outreach
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Thomas Meyer , Elder, Christian Formation
Ministry & Member, Vera Scott Youth
Enrichment Fund Committee

Audrey Stephens , Elder, Pastoral Care
Ministry; Clerk of the Vestry; & Member,
Vestry Executive Ministry

Ex officio: Fred Kump , Treasurer




Fr. Marty’s Musings

—Phillips Brooks

Lent is more than half over. The light
of Easter (metaphorically) is just over
the horizon. To many of us, that is a
pivotal and life-changing moment.
Easter holds power to turn despair to
hope, depression to joy, hopelessness
into dreaming. But Lent is not the
opposite of Easter. Easter’s light does
not mean Lent is dark. Easter’s light
can shine because Lent builds the
light from darkness to brightness.

As you read this, Lent will be in its latter
days; Passion (Palm) Sunday will be almost
here, and we’ll again visit the holiest of
weeks. We'll walk with the Christ down his
final paths and be with him at his Cross. For
those of us who believe, this is the week that
gives meaning and hope to our lives.

For many others, it is not so.

The sad state of affairs in our nation is that
Easter (like Christmas before it) is being
commercialized to the point where its true
meaning is being lost, it's power drained.
Many live in hopelessness simply because
they have unplugged themselves from the
source of hope; in sad and vain living
because they have lost connection to the one
who gives ultimate joy and purpose to life.

But the power and meaning and purpose for
life ARE there in Easter.

It was May Day, 1990. The place, Moscow's
Red Square. "Is it straight, Father?" one
Orthodox priest asked another, shifting the
heavy, eight-foot crucifix on his shoulder.

"Yes," said the other. "It is straight."

Together the two priests, along with a group
of parishioners holding ropes that steadied
the beams of the huge cross,
walked the parade route. Before
them passed the official might of the
Union of Soviet Socialist Republics:
the usual May Day procession of
tanks, missiles, troops, and salutes
to the Communist party elite. But
this year, behind the tanks, surged
a giant crowd of protesters,
shouting up at Mikhail Gorbachev:
“Bread! Freedom Truth!” As the
throng passed directly in front of the
Soviet leader standing in his place of honor,
the priests hoisted their heavy burden toward
the sky. The cross emerged from the crowd.
As it did, the figure of Jesus Christ obscured
the giant poster faces of Karl Marx, Friedrich
Engels, and Vladimir Lenin that provided the
backdrop for Gorbachev's reviewing stand.

"Mikhail Sergeyevich!" one of the priests
shouted, his deep voice cleaving the clamor
of the protesters and piercing straight toward
the angry Soviet leader. "Mikhalil
Sergeyevich! Christ is risen!”

That is the power of Easter. Power to defy
tyrants.  Power to live in the face of
persecution and death. Power to help us live
for another place, another world, another
realm of existence while serving God’s
children and creation in this one. Easter is
power.

Happy Easter! Live with power!




This month is National Donate Life month
SO it seems appropriate to discuss the subject of
organ donation. As a Trauma Nurse for 22 years
| witnessed many tragic events. But | have to
say that the hardest thing for me was to work
with families who had to deal with the unex-
pected death of a loved one.

There are so many things that go through
your mind at a time like this and so many deci-
sions to make. As a nurse we were required to
ask families about organ donation at the point a
patient was declared “brain dead”. For many
people this was the first time they had been
asked this question and probably never dis-
cussed the subject with their loved one before,

By Sue Brisbane, R.N. ¥
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so it became a very difficult decision.

Our family was faced with this very situa-
tion five years ago when our 19 year old niece
died after a car accident. However, her parents
made the choice to donate and in turn saved 6
people on organ transplant waiting lists. This be-
came a way for our family to begin the healing
process.

On Sunday April 26™ during fellowship
we will be able to meet Connie (donor Mom) and
Tom (recipient). They will speak to our congre-
gation about their experiences and provide us
with information about donor registration. | hope
you will stay to hear their stories.

April 5 Palm Sunday
April 6 Holy Monday
April 7 Holy Tuesday

April 8 Holy Wednesday

April 9 Maundy Thursday

April 10 Good Friday

April 11 Holy Saturday

April 12 Easter

Holy Eucharist w/ Liturgy of the Palms @ 8:00 am &
10:30 am

Palm Sunday Concert @ 7:00 pm

Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm

Holy Eucharist @ 9:00 am

Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm

Holy Eucharist @ 12:10 pm
Holy Eucharist w/ Washing of Feet @ 7:00 pm

Communion of the Pre-sanctified @ 10:30 am
from noon ‘til 3 pm
The Service of “The Way of the Cross” (a.k.a. Stations) @
7:00 pm
The Great Vigil of Easter @ 7:00 pm.
Parish Easter Breakfast (by Outreach Ministry) @ 9:15 am

Flowering of the Cross & Raising of the Alleluia @ 9:45 am
Festal Holy Eucharist @ 10:30 am

( Good Friday Liturgy (at Woodside Church)
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SECOND FRIDAY ART WALK

On the February 13, 2009 the second Friday
in the month St. Paul's Flint opened its doors
and hosted participants of the Art Walk. The
Greater Flint Arts Council (GFAC) celebrated
Black History Month with an exhibit by local
Black Artists that was
open to the public during
February. On the second
Friday of February GFAC
hosted a well attended
lively reception with
refreshments and music
which for most people was
the first stop on the walk.

Several people ventured

over to St. Paul’'s after an

announcement was made

at GFAC that St. Paul’s

was open. We offered

more refreshments and tours of our beautiful
facility. Visitors were given brochures with
information about the church as well as
detailed information about the stained glass
windows. We also featured art by our ex sexton
Bruno Brown, with music by Ed Arter on the
pipe organ. Charlene Palmer was present to
explain her icons and

several volunteers were

ready with a smile and warm

welcome.

Greg Fielder Director of
GFAC has suggested that
we continue to be a part of
this community effort. 1 am
personally committed to
continuing this effort for the
rest of 2009. As such we
were part of the Second
Friday Art Walk in March
when local artist Mr. Thomas Quin was our
featured artist and Mr. Ed Arter our musician.
We will not be participating in the walk in April
since the second Friday is Good Friday but we
will be back again in May when our own
children’s choir will be the featured musicians.
Do you have art that you would like to
showcase? We need artists and would like to
feature our own St. Paul's parishioners during

the Art Walks for the remaining months of the

year. We could also use donations of cookies

or brownies of snacks for refreshments. Thank

you to the Outreach and Diversity Committees

for providing the refreshments for February’s
Art Walk.

This venture is part of
the process of
collaborating with  the
community and is a non
threatening way to get
people into the church and
invite them back for a
service or one of our many
music offerings. Please tell
your friends and join us for
a fun evening the second
Friday of every month!
You would be surprised at

how much many of us who have been
members at St. Paul's for some time learned
when we toured the sanctuary prior to giving
tours to strangers. We all found that we learned
something new about our church!
Thank you to the volunteers who were so
willing to try something new although they were
not sure what it would entail.
Special thanks to Audrey
Stephens for co chairing this
new committee and to Doug
and Sherry Lees for making
up many beautiful brochures
with pictures and descriptions
of our stained glass windows.
Thank you also to the
following people who so
generously gave of their time
to help. Charlene Palmer,
Laura and Tom Meyer, Pat
Emenyonu, Velecia and Jelecia Ford, Barbara
Hamilton-Welch, Julie Arter, Adam and David
Fetters, Ken Jordan, Donna Field, and St
Paul’'s staff (Fr. Marty, Terrence, Brenda, and
Ginger). Without all of you this event would not
have been a success.

D. Elizabeth Jordan
Senior Warden



Music of Note

The combined Chancel Choirs of St. Paul's Parish and

Woodside Church invite you to their performance of

Faure’s Requiem, Op. 48, at 7 in the evening of

Palm Sunday, April 5 ™. This is the composer’s most
popular work, the composition taking over 20 years to reach the
final form we know today. The choir will be accompanied by string
ensemble and organ, and our own Michele Kotzian
(soprano) and Richard Newman (bass) will perform solos.
The concert is free; please bring your friends and
neighbors.

Soli Deo Gloria,

Ed Arter, Music Director

Byrd Winner of 2007. The Los Angeles Times

describes him as an “exceptional young pian-

ist...with irresistible verve, unpretentious directness,

and fingers of steel.” New York Concert Review

reveals he is “a pianist who seeks out what is new

and vital and delivers it with passion,” and whose playing is
“powerfully expressive...with considerable drama and poetry.” What
more could one ask of any musician-artist? Come hear him again.
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APRIL
BIRTHDAYS

2—Isabelle Hemingway
3—Kenneth Jordan, John
Katzenberger

4—Robert Barnhart, Nicole
Bennett, Joseph Kennedy,
Sarah Leavitt

5—Elizabeth Jordan
6—Maria lung; Douglas Lees
11—Michael Kump
13—Archibald Piper
14—Kyle Pezzi

15-Katie Foreman, Jacob
Vinci

17—Sandy Ryder, Jenelle
Vinci

18—Isobel Graves
21—Harrison Eiferle, Audrey
Stephens

22—Kimberly Williams
24—Stanley Smith, Victoria
Wandmacher

30—Suzanne Kayser, Elaine
Reeves
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APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES

5—Kenneth and Elizabeth
Jordan

11—John Cherry and Pamela
Faris

16—Herbert and Audrey We-
ber

25—Ernest and Irene Tippett




FOR EVERYTHING THERE IS A SEASON

If I might add a verse to the famous litany that
follows this opening one from Ecclesiastes 3:1, it
would be “There is a time to stay and a time to
leave.” Deciding when it is the right time to be-
gin a new passage in one’s life is not always
easy. Sometimes the decision is made for us; at
other times circumstances present themselves
and so the change just seems right. And some-
times the two possibilities coincide. So itis that |
find myself at a time in my life as a deacon when
God is calling me into a new season of diaconal
ministry in his service.

“A time to leave.” Part of my decision has been
made for me as the Canons of the Episcopal
Church require me to retire when | turn 72,
which will happen on September 30. And at the
same time | have been offered a new opportu-
nity to help the diocese by being called to be the
new Dean of the Diaconal Formation Process.
In addition, | am also a member of the Diocesan
Formation Team that is developing the curricu-
lum for the new Diocesan School for Ministry.
Both are scheduled to begin in September and
will require a considerable amount of my time
and attention. So after much prayer and reflec-
tion, | have asked the bishop to release me from
my assignment here at St. Paul’s early so that |
might have some semi-sabbatical time before
the school begins in September. My last Sun-
day at St. Paul’s will be May 31.

| ask for your prayers and good wishes for suc-
cess as | venture into this ministry. | am excited
about this opportunity to be part of the creation
of the School of Ministry and the new program
for preparing deacons for ordination. The work
so far has been creative and challenging—
sometimes daunting—and always rewarding. It
gives me an opportunity to use the administra-
tive and teaching skills | developed as a profes-
sor at Mott Community College.

“A time to seek.” | have some other plans. |
hope to take some courses where | can be back
in the classroom as a student again studying,
doing research and writing, perhaps dealing with
the Old Testament prophets and the theme of
liturgy and justice. In addition, | have a degree
in fine arts, but | haven’t done any serious draw-
ing or painting in a long, long time, so | hope to
reopen those gifts. | have been intrigued by
Jewish art and Hebrew calligraphy and am curi-
ous to find out where the Spirit is leading me
there.

“A time to plant.” For the immediate future, | will
be doing lots of gardening—cleaning, digging,
planting, pruning, planting, pruning, raking,
mowing.

“A time to keep, and a time to throw away.” |
haven't exactly been a domestic diva these past
six years, and | am actually looking forward to
getting my house in order and getting some
much-needed repair work done.

| want to thank you all for your generous support
of my ministry to you during my time here, for
welcoming me into your homes and hospital
rooms, for trusting me with your spiritual con-
cerns in times of crisis, and for your many calls
and notes of gratitude. Serving God through
you has been challenging and fulfilling. But |
know that God is calling me to a new season of
spiritual and intellectual growth.

IVE WISHES ORDERS. If you

have had a chance to look over

an examination copy of the Five

Wishes document and would like
to order an original to fill out, please sign
up on the order list at the information
stand by April 12. Deacon Sharon will or-
der them for you.




Luke 24
1 [2 [3 [4 |5 6 [7 [8 |09 10] 11| 12] 13
14 15 16
17 18 19
20 21 22 I— 23
T——24 |25 26 27
28 [29 [30 31
32 I— 33 34 [ 35 36| 37| 38] 39
40 41 42 I—I_ 43
44 45 46 | 47 48
——9 |50 51 52
53 [54 |55 56
57
65 66
69
72
ACROSS
1 andbones 42 Brine-cured salmon
6 Swindle 43Back of the neck
100bstacle 44 Synchronize
14 Strange and mysterious 45The 95th Psalm
15Edible tuber 48 Sum charged
16 Nimbus 49 Continent
17 Enthusiastic 51 Israel
18 Potpourri 53Why do __ rise?
19 Primordial giant in Norse 56 Hybrid

myth
20Norse god of thunder
21 Nimble
23Evening
24 Talked with us on the

26 Containing tetraethylleﬁ

28To avillage called

31 Furniture wood

32Legendary emperor of
China

33Vanquish

36 Chilled

57 Printer's measures

58 Exclamation to express joy
61 River in central Switzerland
65 Exclamations of surprise

67 Hindmost part of an animal

68 Landed

69 Native of Thailand
70Double curve
71Carried

72 Clasp for a door
73 Advise

74 Exalt

DOWN
1My hands andmy
2 Wife of Jacob
3 Therefore
4 Mountain range
5Pronoun
6 among them
7 Cry out
8 Melody
9 Small satellite
10 Bashful
11 Cleopas
12Hewas
13 Pierced with horns
21Urn
22 Light meal
25 Musical instrument
27 Related by blood
28  were opened
29  Magdelene
30Grumble
31Cab
34 Bloodsucking insect
35Long period of time
37 Restaurant
38 Fencing sword
39Hold as an opinion
41 Strike breaker
45Areyouonlya _ ?
461tis
47 Snakelike fish
50Pigpen
52 Member of the clerical
order
53Sentencedto
54 City in Nebraska
55Vedic deity
56 Confused hand-to-hand
fight
59 Leaf of a book
60 Piebald
62 Skills
63 Unpleasant smell
64 Whirlpool
66 Little drink
68 Consumed

Solution on page 9



2009 Absalom Jones Celebration

Our 2009 Absalom Jones celebration was once again a successful event. The theme this year was
“In Unity We Stand Together As One.” The entire weekend, February 7 through February 8, incor-
porated this theme. Members of both the Absalom Jones and Diversity Ministries worked together
to make it happen. The Diversity Ministry unfurled a new banner of Absalom Jones, the cost of
which was covered monies raised from the selling of parish cookbooks.

Saturday evening began with an introduction of the guest preacher and his wife, The Rev. and Mrs.

Allan Wentt. Among the performers was our own St. Paul's Gospel Choir, which had the audience

tapping their feet and bobbing their heads; Mrs. Doris Carroll, who tickled the ivory and had the audi-

ence in stitches while giving a history of her selection; Mr. Roland Carroll with his rendition of “I Trust

in God...”; and (not to be outdone) St. Paul’s Bell Choir had sheets of music flying but never missed
a beat. The audience was also de-
lighted with the performance of the
Christ Enrichment Center’'s dancers
who performed a liturgical dance.
The final performance for the eve-
ning was the Quinn Chapel AME
Praise and Worship Choir. Their
performance was exceptional. If you
were there, | know that you were
truly blessed and entertained by the
performances.

The Absalom Jones celebration cul-

minated on Sunday with our tradi-
tional “International Luncheon.” St. Paul’s Girlchoir performed spectacularly as the program for the
luncheon.

One special part of Sunday was the baptism of Morgan Williams. Why so special? Morgan is the
granddaughter of Fr. Wentt, who celebrated her baptism.

The Absalom Jones Committee would like to say special thanks to the Diversity Ministry for the ban-
ner and for providing refreshments after the Saturday evening program. The committee would also
like to thank The Rev. and Mrs. Wentt for spending their time with us. Also a heart felt thanks those
who helped in the kitchen or in any way to make this event a success. Finally to those who attended
the program and brought food, it was good to have you. Thanks! If nothing else we lived out the
theme for this year’s celebration: “In Unity We Stand Together As One.”

Presbytery of Lake Huron presents Diana Butler Bass ~ April 17-18, 2009

Diana Butler Bass, author, speaker, and independent scholar specializing in American religion and
culture, holds a PhD in religious studies from Duke University and is the author of seven books
including the best selling Christianity for the Rest of Us published in 2006. Her much-anticipated
next book, A People’s History of Christianity, will be released this month from Harper One.

A two day conference featuring Dr. Bass will be held April 17-18 at the Horizons Conference Center
in Saginaw; there’s a registration fee of $50, and the deadline is April 1st. Topics to be covered
include: Why religious practice is changing? And where is all of this going?

For more information or registration forms, please see Fr. Marty or Brenda in the Parish Offices.



Solution to puzzle on page 7

Please Pray for .........
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Upcoming Scripture Lessons
for Worship

The Revised Common
Lectionary: Year B

April 5, Palm Sunday
Isaiah 50:4-9a Psalm 31:9-16
Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 14:32-15:39

April, 12, Easter Sunday
Acts 10:34-43 Psalm 118:1-2,14-24
1 Corinthians 15:1-11 John 20:1-18

April 19, 2 "™ Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133
1John 1:1-2:2 John 20:19-31

April 26, 3" Sunday of Easter
Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4
1 John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48




m¢ ) To have the names of your loved ones
6 | iIncluded in this year’'s Easter Flower
a] List, a new form must be submitted;
. we do not carry them over from the
previous year. If you haven’t already
turned one in this year, fill out form be-
low and return to Brenda, our parish

g secretary.
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The Epistle

is published 11 months each year by:

St. Paul's Episcopal Church,
711 S. Saginaw St.,
Flint, Michigan 48502

(810) 234-8637  Fax: (810) 234-9558
Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon

Submissions due:

Second Friday of each month

Articles appear one time only
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