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St. Paul’s will co-host an open-house “Art Walk” 
featuring the art of local African-American artists as part of the 
national celebration of Black History Month and as an extension 
of our own Absalom Jones Celebration.  Art will be displayed and 
refreshments served at both the GFAC building and at St. Paul’s.  
Additionally, St. Paul’s own organist Ed Arter will perform. 

MUSIC OF NOTE 
 

     February 6, 2009 brings us the Fr. 
William T. Cunningham Memorial Choir 
from Detroit, Michigan.  Their concert 
begins at 7 pm and is presented jointly by 
St. Paul’s and the Church of Jesus Our 
Lord. 
     The 25-member choir was formed in 
2005 and placed first in Detroit’s International Spiritual 
Competition that same year.  They feature a variety of 
music including: masterworks, hymns, anthems, jazz, and 
spirituals. Also joining the group in concert is The Flint 
Community Singers, directed by Glen Holcomb.� 
     Invite your friends and family to join us on the Friday of 
our Absalom Jones Celebration weekend for great choral 
music in St. Paul’s spacious nave. 
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Board Member; Member, Vestry 
Executive Ministry; & Member, Susan 
Kilmer Scholarship Fund Committee 

Mark Wilson , Junior Warden; Elder, 
Building & Grounds Ministry; & Member, 
Vestry Executive Ministry 

Andrew Dill , Elder, Evangelism & 
Newcomer Ministry & Elder, Liturgy & 
Worship Ministry 

Pat Emenyonu , Elder, Absalom Jones 
Diversity Ministry & Member, CEC 
Board 

Barbara Hamilton-Welch , Elder, Outreach 
Ministry 

Clayton Leroue , Elder, Futuring Ministry;  
Elder, Stewardship/Finance Ministry; & 
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Thomas Meyer , Elder, Christian Formation 
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THIRTY-SECOND  
“ABSALOM JONES CELEBRATION” 

 

In Unity We Stand Together As One 
 

 This year’s celebration kicks off on 
Friday, February 6th (see below) and 
continues on Saturday, February 7th at 
6:30 pm when our program will feature St. 
Paul’s Gospel & Bell Choirs and our own 
Roland & Doris Carroll.  Also performing 
will be CEC, Harris Memorial COGIC 
Drama Group, Quinn Chapel Praise & 

Worship Choir, and Vernon Chapel Choir.   
The Rev. Allan Wentt will be our guest preacher on 

Sunday, February 8th at both the 8 and 10:30 am services.  
And an International Luncheon and program follows 
worship, at which St. Paul’s Girl Choir will perform. 
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� “I’ve been blessed with a wonderful 
life.”  Have you ever heard words to 
that effect?  I have many times and 
often from people who, at first 
glance, seem to have no reason to 
feel blessed. 
     I remember one memorable time 

when a man told me how very blessed he was.  It 
was back in my hometown when I was in high 
school.  He was 55 or so years old and since the age 
of 45, he’d been so crippled by arthritis that he could 
not rise from his chair unaided.  My church’s youth 
group adopted him and his equally-sick diabetic wife.  
We grocery shopped for them, did their laundry and 
other odd jobs.  Yet they were always telling us how 
blessed they were—how great their life was!  All I 
could think was, “You’ve got to be kidding!”  How can 
anyone in that circumstance say life is wonderful?  
And yet many do, and with all sincerity. 

What makes their lives wonderful?  Well, perhaps 
it’s that they recognize the many blessings God 
gives, in spite of their troubles.  The Apostle Paul 
calculated what makes life wonderful by the same 
method.  He counted his losses as nothing, and 
rejoiced for a new life in Christ's new kingdom. 

As Lent begins this month amidst economic woes 
continue as well as violence and conflict across our 
globe and on our streets, I think about lives that (by 
earthly standards) are so obviously not blessed, and 
yet are so very blessed (by spiritual standards)! 

When I compare them to my own life, I am 
usually led to compile a list.  First, of course, I list the 
"bad side.”  I've had my share of struggles and 
illnesses, just like anyone, but as I list them, I come 
to realize that mine are no worse any others’. 

Then I count the "good things of my life" by listing 
my blessings.  The realization of one blessing leads 
me to realize another: food on the table; a steady, 
meaningful job; a loving family and good friends; hot 

and cold running water whenever I want them; lights 
when I need them; clean, absorbent towels; 
toothpaste; clean laundry at the push of a few 
buttons; choices in my refrigerator; gas in my car and 
the freedom to travel as far as I want; heat and air 
conditioning on demand; the freedom to hear music, 
any kind, at any hour, and to sing along; books, 
especially the Bible; my Heavenly Father's grace and 
forgiveness; the ability to walk in a garden, see God's 
handiwork, and smell the fragrances of His love . . . 

My list could go on and on.  I am sure yours 
would be just as long and varied.  “I’ve been blessed 
with a wonderful life.”  How about you?  This Lenten 
season, as we follow the Lenten disciplines of self-
examination and repentance, let’s also count our 
blessings and commit ourselves to aid those whose 
lives need just a little more blessing — the kind we 
can bestow. 

Now, about Lent.  Ash Wednesday is Feb. 25 th, 
and so that we all might make a right start to this holy 
season, services will be conducted at 12:10 pm 
(that’s 10 minutes after noon), and 7 pm.  Just under 
this article you’ll also find an ad for our annual 
Shorve Tuesday Pancake Supper.  Please also note: 
this year’s “Lenten Brown Bag Concerts”  will 
again provide noon-time musical and spiritual 
refreshment each Thursday in Lent starting on 
February 26th. 

But before we get to Lent, our annual 
commemoration of Blessed Absalom Jones  takes 
place the weekend of February 6th thru 8th.  Here’s 
what’s new: on the evening of Friday the 6th, we host 
the Fr. Cunningham Memorial Choir from Detroit, a 
choir specializing in spirituals as well as other genres 
of music.  We’re kind of extending our celebration, 
too.  On the evening of Friday, the 13th we’ll co-host 
the GFAC Art Walk and feature local African-
American artists.  You’ll see more about the events 
of that weekend elsewhere in this issue. 

Fr. Marty’s Musings 
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St. Paul’s Parish in Flint is now accepting 
applications for candidates to fill a newly created 
position of Director of Christian Formation.  The 
specifics of this part-time position are available to 
would-be applicants who inquire of St. Paul’s Parish 
offices at 810-234-8637.  Experience in program 
management and education/teaching is preferred.  
Parishioners are asked to inform their acquaintances 
of this opening. 
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By Sue Brisbane, R.N. 

February is American Heart Month, so it 
seems like the perfect time to offer a CPR 
course here at St. Paul’s.  The  date is Tuesday, 
Feb. 10th at 6 pm in Barth Hall.  The cost is 

$38.00 and is payable at the 
door. 
     The instructor will be Michelle 
Crawley who is certified through 
the American Red Cross to teach 
beginners as well as to re-certify 
those who need to update their 

CPR cards.  Your check will 
pay for class materials, and you 
will  receive a CPR card.  The class takes about 
3 hours to complete.  We will also review the op-
eration of our automated external defibrillator  
(located in the main office hallway). 
     A sign-up sheet is on the Welcome Center so 
sign up today!  If you have any questions or 
would like to sign up and pay for the class 
please see me or call me at home, 810-659-
9593. 

Music at St. Paul’s, February 22 nd @ 3:30 p.m. 
 

A native of Chicago, Nathan Laube was accepted at age 15 as a full scholarship 
student at the renowned Curtis Institute of Music in Philadelphia (which requires 
each student to perform a new piece from memory each week!).  He maintains a 
rigorous performance schedule and appears at the most prestigious concert 
venues in America: Philadelphia’s Wanamaker Grand Court organ (the world’s 
largest organ), the Kimmel Center, and Princeton University to name a few.  He 
has won first place in the Albert Schweitzer and Chicago AGO competitions and is 
now organist at Philadelphia’s Bryn Mawr Presbyterian Church. 

Volunteer Recognition Awards 
 

At the Annual Parish Meeting on January 11th and again on Sunday, January 25th, I — on behalf of 
the entire parish — gave awards of appreciation to several of our members who serve admirably 
and ably behind the scenes, in often unheralded ways.  The list below is a complete list, though 
some of these members were not in attendance at the Annual Meeting or on Sunday the 25th, so I’ll 
get their small tokens of our appreciation to them a.s.a.p.  Those honored were: 
 
Fred Kump —our able Treasurer; 
Elizabeth Barnhart —who counts our offerings and makes sure they are properly deposited; 
Marsha Kump —who also counts and deposits; 
Wilma Anderson —who sends cards to members on their birthdays, etc.; 
Chuck Leman —Head Sound Technician, who schedules the other men who assist in this work and 

offers his services to many extra events; 
John Roberts —for many years our Master of Liturgies; 
Joan Reynolds —for many years our Sacristan & head of the Altar Guild; 
Scott Johnson —who serves as the Lector, Intercessor, Acolyte, and Eucharistic Minister for most 

of our Wednesday services; 
Andrew Dill —whenever our office computers don’t want to play well, he sets them right; 
Linda Calhoun —who before Wilma Anderson, sent out greeting cards from the parish; 
Rebecca Bennett —who created and has maintained our parish’s Web Site; 
Patrice Shriver —our Choir Librarian who also prepares worship bulletins each week. 
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Each Thursday in Lent, February 26—April 2 

Beginning each time at 5 minutes after noon 
You bring your lunch; we’ll supply the coffee and the grand 

performance by one of Flint’s local organ performers. 
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Please Pray for ………  
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Upcoming Scripture Lessons 
for Worship  

 
The Revised Common  

 Lectionary: Year B  
 

Feb. 1, 4th Sunday After          
Epiphany 

 Deuteronomy 18:15-20 �  Psalm 111 
  1 Corinthians 8:1-13 �  Mark 1:21-28 

 
Feb. 8, 5th Sunday After Epiphany: 

Absalom Jones Celebration 
Isaiah 61:1-4 �  Psalm 137:1-6 

1 Corinthians 9:16-23 �   
John 15:12-15 

 
Feb. 15, 6th Sunday After 

Epiphany 
 2 Kings 5:1-14 �  Psalm 30 

  1 Corinthians 9:24-27 �  Mark 1:40-45 
 

Feb. 22, Last Sunday After Epiphany 
2 Kings 2:1-12 �   Psalm 50:1-6 

2 Corinthians 4:3-6 �  Mark 9:2-9 
 

Solution to crossword on previous page 
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Lenten Wednesdays at St. Paul’s 
Classes to enrich your spiritual growth and your Lenten observance begin 
March 4th at 6 pm.  Come join us for a Lenten supper and study each 
Wednesday evening through April 1st.  This year’s study involves a multi-week 
look at John 3:16, one of the most pivotal and important verse in all of 
scripture.  Need more info?  Call the Parish Offices or see the Rector.  There’s 
a small donation requested for the meal.  Thanks and see you there! 
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The Epistle 
is published 11 months each year by: 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
711 S. Saginaw St., 

Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558 

Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field 
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon 

Submissions due: 
Second Friday of each month 

Articles appear one time only 
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