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Annual Meeting & Potluck Luncheon 
 

This Sunday! Our Annual Parish 
Meeting starts at noon this 
Sunday, January 11th, and—as in 
the past—we’ll start the event with 
a pot luck luncheon.  Please, 
whether you’ve signed up or not, 

bring a dish to add to our “pot luck”.  And don’t 
forget, elections and parish honors are the key 
elements of this annual business session.  Bios of 
nominees are in this issue.�

Ordo Kalendars  
 

2009 Ordo Kalendars are still 
available.  To purchase one, 
please see Joan Reynolds, any 
member of the Altar Guild, or 
Brenda in the Parish Offices. 
They are  $3.50 each.�
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Fr. Marty’s Musings 

  In Ephesians 6:18, the apostle 
writes: 

  
 Pray in the Spirit at all times in every 

prayer and supplication.  To that end, keep 
alert and always persevere in supplications 
for all the saints. 

 
 On this the last day of 2008, I would 

like to wish each of you a very happy and 
blessed 2009.  As you make your New 
Year's resolutions (if you 
make any), may I suggest a 
plan to help you keep those 
resolutions this year.  Stick to 
a daily routine.  The most 
popular resolution among 
most people is to lose weight.  
I have been told the best way 
to accomplish that is to stick to 
a daily routine of a healthy diet 
and exercise.   

The most popular resolution among 
Christians is to read their Bible more.  
Again, the best way to reach that goal is to 
stick to a daily routine.  Read at a set time 
everyday.  Some like to read as they begin 
their day, some as the day comes to an 
end.  It doesn't matter when, just make 
sure to set a time and stick to it. 

One more resolution that we need to 
make this year as Christians is to pray 
more.  Pray daily for each other, for our 
parish, for our community, nation, and 
world, and all who lead us in Church and 
state. 

A good way to fall into a routine of 
praying at a certain time every day would 
be to figure out a place where you spend a 
lot of alone time, mostly thinking of what 
you already did today, what you need to do 

before the day ends, and what you can get 
done to get a head start on tomorrow.  
Sound familiar?  How many times are you 
driving to a destination that takes quite  a 
while to reach, but when you reach it you 
remember nothing about the journey from 
point A to point B because your mind has 
been racing with frenzied thoughts of what 
you need to get done when you arrive at 
your destination?  Now honestly, does all 
that thinking help you to get anything done 

any faster, or better, when you get 
where you are going? 
 According to research published 
by Alan Thein Durning in How 
Much Is Enough? The Consumer 
Society and the Future of 
the Earth, the average working 
American spends nine hours per 
week behind the wheel of a car.  
Nine hours is a great beginning to 
the resolution to pray more.   

Commit this year, each time you put 
your hand on the ignition, to dedicate that 
alone time in your car to God.  Turn off the 
radio; clear your head, and talk to God.  
Pray silently, out loud, or in whatever way 
you feel comfortable.  God will hear you.  If 
you are moving your lips at the red light, 
no one will care; they will just think you are 
trying to sing with the radio.  If they look at 
you funny, pray for them. 

I pray each of us will take the time to 
pray this year, if not in our cars, 
somewhere.  This nation needs to return to 
God.  Our parish is at such a crossroads 
that only prayer will anchor us to the 
source of a right future, the future to which 
God is calling us.  The best way for that to 
happen is for each of us to return to the 
discipline of prayer. 
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How are we doing? 
Financially, that is. 
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(Continued on page 7) 
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At our December Rector’s Forum, Father 
Marty unveiled our Vision of St. Paul’s in 
2018.  I was thrilled to see that in that vi-
sion we will be a community that honors 
the wisdom of senior members.  You may 
remember that in the De-
cember Beacon, I told you 
about a ministry project 
that the Eucharistic Visi-
tors have initiated.  We 
are in the process of gath-
ering stories and reflec-
tions from the mature 
members of our congrega-
tion as a way of preserv-
ing and honoring their sto-
ries, values and reflec-
tions.   It seems that we anticipated our 
vision for 2018. 
     The Sunday that Vision 2018 was dis-
cussed, I had the honor of bringing com-
munion to Irene and Ernie Tippett.  In the 
course of our conversation we got to talk-
ing about how St. Paul’s has changed 
over the course of the decades that they 
have been members.  I asked which 
change stood out to them most vividly.  
This prompted Ernie to tell the story of 
one rector who went away to a confer-
ence in Texas and came back “a com-
pletely different person” with some big 
“hippy hip-hop” ideas for making dramatic 
changes in worship.  In particular, he 
wanted to tear out all the choir stalls and 
install a dance floor so that dancers could 

perform during the worship service on 
Sunday.  Ernie was on the vestry at the 
time and cautioned that such a drastic 
change wouldn’t go over very well. I 
asked Ernie if he objected to changes in 

liturgy and he said “No, but 
they need to be introduced 
gradually, slowly so that 
people can get used to 
them.”  In addition, he 
thought that more people 
might have accepted the 
idea of liturgical dance if 
there had been some edu-
cation and preparation be-
forehand, perhaps at a rec-
tor’s forum where some 

dance movements could be demon-
strated and an explanation given of how 
dance could be a form of worship, just as 
instrumental music and singing are.  Us-
ing scripture to support the use of dance 
would have been helpful.  Using a brief 
dance occasionally and gradually increas-
ing the inclusion would help worshippers 
to adjust to the idea. 
     I don’t want you to get the idea that 
Ernie was trying to make a case for intro-
ducing liturgical dance into our services, 
but I think there is some “Elder Wisdom” 
in his suggestions about how some 
changes can be introduced to a congre-
gation. 
     I visited another parishioner recently  

(Continued on page 7) 
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1—Debra Rittenbery 
3—David harwood 
4—Erynn Ford 
5—Alfred Cook 
6—James Franklin IV 
7—Ruth Scott 
8—Angela Lennox 
9—Mark Wilson 
11—Sherry Lees 
12—Marsha Kump 
19—Colette Martin, Kimberly  
        Ryder-Latoni 
20—Bruce Richardson 
21—Michael Slocum 
23—Linda Calhoun, Barbara  
       Syring 
28—Edwin Hershon, Andrew                
        McCay 
29—Diane Whitfield 
31—Lauren Ireland, Peter   
        Ireland�
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 4—Douglas and Sherry Lees 
19—Suzanne and Kenneth  
        Kayser�

who remembered this same rector.  Her recollection was that he also tried to have Sunday eve-
ning family dinners at the church, but hardly anybody came because they weren’t interested.  
Her bit of wisdom was that if you want to introduce family events to the congregation, you should 
probably find out what the members would like to do first. What are their needs and interests? 
     So there you have it, some words of wisdom from members who have seen St. Paul’s 
through many, many changes over the years.  What do you think?  From those of you who have 
the perspective of a long history with our church, what is it that makes some changes easier to 
institute than others?  As we move forward to Vision 2018, how should we approach the chal-
lenge of making the changes necessary to help us serve “as a beacon for those who seek spiri-
tual growth through welcoming all into a growing fellowship”? (A Vision of St. Paul’s in 2018)�
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(Continued from page 6) 
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� Many, many thanks to everyone who partici-
pated in our effort to provide holiday cheer to pa-
rishioner, Michael Kump, the 26 members of his 
Air Force Squadron serving in Afghanistan, and 
Nicole Golden in Iraq. 
  Because of your gener-
ous donations of approximately 
$2,000.00, we were able to send a total 
of 37 packages.  Just before Thanks-
giving we mailed a small Christmas 
tree and ornaments so the squad mem-
bers could decorate and enjoy it during 
Advent.  The gift boxes went in the mail 
the first of December.  Individual boxes 
were crammed full of personal goods 
and �
foods.  The large boxes had lots of snacks, drink 
mixes and other food to be shared as well as 
books, magazines and games.  Because the 
winters in Afghanistan are cold, we sent blankets 
and hand warmers that were much appreciated. 
 The postal service was even more efficient 
than we expected.  Michael let us know that half 
the boxes had arrived by mid-December.  The 
rest were there before December 20th.   They 
opened the gifts as a group after everything ar-
rived, and were so happy to be remembered at 
the holidays when it’s so hard to be away from 
home.  Michael says he’ll be sending pictures 
soon (perhaps in time for the next Epistle). 
 To those who made financial donations – 
this project would not have been possible with-
out you.  To those who so kindly gave of their 
time,  (helping to remove price tags, make up 
the different “kits”, pack and seal boxes, fill out 

cards and official documents –not to mention the 
snowy trip to the post office) – I just couldn’t 
have pulled it off on my own!! 
 I must tell you about that trip to the post of-

fice.  My St. Paul’s angels loaded three 
vehicles to the brim with boxes, snow 
falling all the while.  We made our slip-
slide-y way over the icy, snow covered 
roads to the post office.  Then came 
the tedious process of un-loading and 
having the boxes processed for mail-
ing.  People in the parking lot saw all 
the activity and asked what we were 
doing.  In no time we had helping 
hands to make our work easier.  Every-

one was taking and laughing, actually enjoying 
the involvement of helping someone who was 
helping someone else. Tired as we all had been, 
it became exhilarating and refreshing. Those 
were precious moments that brought the Christ-
mas spirit into perspective. 
 By the time you read this, Christmas will be 
behind us and we’ll be making (and perhaps 
breaking) our resolutions for 2009.  But my heart 
will treasure all the special holiday moments pro-
vided by simply taking on the opportunity to be 
of service to others and having such a wonderful 
church family who provides such loving support.  
And to Michael, Nicole and all those in the mili-
tary we hold you in our prayers, and we thank 
you for your service to this country. 
   
  Joyce Leroue 
  for the Pastoral Care Ministry 

�
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74

Mark - Ministry of Jesus

ACROSS
  1 Brother of John
  6 Pious platitudes
 10 Seaward
 14 Pointed arch
 15 Notion
 16 An auction
 17 Pertaining to people
 18 Part of speech
 19 Male deer
 20 Requirement
 21 Ignite
 23 Black bird
 24 The kind of spirit Jesus drove out
 26 Antelopes
 28 River where Jesus was baptized
 31 Naive person
 32 To endure
 33 Capital of the Bahamas
 36 Ammunition
 40 Prepare food
 42 Automobile
 43 Peruse
 44 Derived from a ketone
 45 Easily remembered
 48 Besides
 49 Where James and John left their 

father in
 51 Greek god of the winds
 53 Evil spirits
 56 Stream of air

 57 Some
 58 Engraver
 61 The Spirit descended on Him 

like this
 65 Crustacean
 67 Hip bones
 68 Subject to tides
 69 Gap
 70 Without value
 71 Coral island
 72 Supporter
 73 Castrate
 74 Funeral fires

DOWN
  1 Brother of James
  2 Malarial fever
  3 Jester
  4 Eluded
  5 Monetary unit of Japan
  6 Polite
  7 Capital of Yemen
  8 Dweeb
  9 Picture
 10 Donkey
 11 He tempted Jesus
 12 Antelope
 13 Sponsorship
 21 Basic currency of Papua New 

Guinea

 22 Biblical high priest
 25 Covered vehicle
 27 From a distance
 28 Knave
 29 Musical instrument
 30 Peasant
 31 Narcotics agent
 34 Move off hastily
 35 Posed
 37 Repast
 38 Hindu lawgiver
 39 Probability
 41 Monetary unit of Nigeria
 45 Jesus was __ out demons
 46 Camel's ___
 47 Monetary unit of Japan
 50 Single unit
 52 Peculiarity
 53 Russian country house
 54 Register
 55 Australian acacia
 56 Uncultivated country
 59 Hint
 60 Small mountain
 62 Scent
 63 Dell
 64 Old cloth measures
 66 Turkish governor
 68 Faucet
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Please Pray for ………  
 
PRAYERS FOR PERSONS: Deployed to 
Afghanistan, Michael Kump; Deployed to Iraq, 
Nicole Golden 
 

The home parishioners, those in nursing 
homes, and their caregivers: Mary Balbanian, 
Dorothy Cullen, Katie Foreman 
 

The sick and recovering and those in any 
sorrow or distress: Bruce & Mary Jo Allard, 
Barbara, Jane Bingham, Maria Buffone, Phyllis 
Crane, Nora Dacarett, Nancy & Ann Darby, 
James Davidek, Leonard Davidek, Matthew 
Davison, John Dias, Minnie Lee Dill, Alla 
Drummond, Ned Fellers, Leslie Fries, Fulcher 
Family, Gary, Barbara Gervais, Lucy Habte-
Gabr, Viola Hall, Harley, Margaret Himes, 
Joseph & Christine, Sandy K., Sheryl Kennedy, 
Mary Anne Kettler, Gloria Krupp, Marsha Kump, 
Tammy Latoni, Charles Leman, Alma Mason, 
Ginger Matar, Mary Lee & Alan Michael, Mary 
Lou Odom, Sherry Reinertson, John Reynolds,  
Isla Schumaker & family, Kaitlyn Singles, Jon 
Slocum, Colette Slocum, Brandon Stoddard, Ken 
Tagge, Julianna Thompson, Timothy Waltman,  
Kay Wells, Don Willoughby 
 

Those who have entered larger life: Richard 
Bottger, Frances Odette 

 

Upcoming Scripture Lessons 
for Worship  

 
The Revised Common  

 Lectionary: Year B  
 

Jan. 4, 2nd Sunday after Christmas 
 Jeremiah 31:7-14 �  Psalm 84:1-8 

  Ephesians 1:3-6,15-19a  
Matthew 2:13-15,19-23 

 
Jan. 11, 1st Sunday After 

Epiphany: 
Baptism of the Lord 

 Genesis 1:1-5 �  Psalm 29 
Acts 19:1-7 �  Mark 1:4-11 

 
Jan. 18, 2nd Sunday After Epiphany 

 1 Samuel 3:1-20  �  Psalm 139:1-5,12-17 
  1 Corinthians 6:12-20 �  John 1:43-51 

 
Jan. 25, 3rd Sunday After Epiphany 

Johan 3:1-5,10 �  Psalm 62:6-14 
1 Corinthians 7:29-31 �  Mark 1:14-20 

 

  

Solution to Crossword Puzzle on page 9 



&&�

�
 
 

�

-.
���

����������
�
���
�������������
$���������	
 ��

�
�
��/+�
������

�����������
������
�����01��
�
��
��������� ������������

����
���
�)��
������������
�

2������������������������������
$��������
�
������� ���
�������

��
������
�
����
����3�����
��������������-�



&��

�

��������	��
�������
��������������������	��
�������
��������������������	��
�������
��������������������	��
�������
������������� ���
¨ ������
������
��
���������
����

¨ ��������������

����
����
¨ ��������������������
	��������������

¨ ��
������������
������������������
� ��

"*80���*;.$"�<�8")(�*.�)@;=)@�
#&&�"(;�@�"*980*C�"�=<<��
!.80���+8��4':%�-&:'5�

�
0
�-��
��
�(�����B�
�
��

;�"���
�
����
�*8 �

!���
��+8�
�����
�0
��&:7�

The Epistle 
is published 11 months each year by: 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
711 S. Saginaw St., 

Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558 

Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field 
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon 

Submissions due: 
Second Friday of each month 

Articles appear one time only 
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