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First Sunday Parish Forum

Topic: Follow-up to the Listening Campaign
Guest Speaker: Rick Carter and Claudia Hollinger, FACT
Sunday, May 3rd in Barth Hall @ 11:45 a.m.

Music of Note!
Bachathon? Bachathon, you say. What is__::\‘ 4
Bachathon you may ask? Well, let me tell you, it ~ >
is an afternoon of Johann Sebastian Bach’s mu-

sic, performed in half-hour time slots from 2:00 until 8:00
p.m. This event will be on May 3rd and is free to the pub-
lic. Come when you can, leave when you must. Perform-
ances include organ played by area organists including:
Jennifer Palmer, Gavin Craig, Jeff Walker, Brenda Port-

(Continued on page 10|

Mother’s Day Brunch
You're in for a treat! The fathers and youth
of our parish will be cooking and serving
brunch on Mother’'s Day, Sunday, May 10th.
The menu’s a secret, but sources say it'll be
delicious. See you in Barth Hall after the
10:30 service on May 10th.

Only 30 Shopping Days ‘Til Pentecost!

Why shopping days? In case you need to buy a

red outfitt Remember, wear red on Sunday, May

31st! AND, if you speak a non-English language

(if only barely!) and are willing to help with our
“speaking in tongues”, tell John Roberts or call the Parish
Offices (234-8637).
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Fr. Marty’s Musings

Easter leads to Pentecost.
But Will It Be “Plenty-Cost” . . . or Pentecost?

There’s no doubt that life is costly.
You feed a family, put braces on a teen-
ager, and pay a tuition bill. You purchase
a car (or two), secure a mortgage, and
buy insurance. There's Nikes and na-
chos, medicine and makeup, and a thou-
sand other wants and needs. And that's
just in the arena of money. Add to all that
the cost of physical pain, mental stress,
and emotional pressures. Life, indeed,
costs plenty!

But into this world of "plenty-cost"
comes the gift of Pentecost! There's
plenty of disease, despair, and devasta-
tion in our world, but alongside harsh-
ness comes a Comforter, the Holy Spirit.
He brings plenty of grace, peace, and
hope, and the power to transform our
lives.

A tornado may be blowing through
your life, about to flatten you in devastat-
ing fury. Work, home, community prob-
lems — hot heads and hot air every-
where. Well, we have a choice. We can
be tossed about by the wind, or we can
ride the wind, with the power of Pente-
cost lifting, encouraging, drawing us to
the ONE who is all power. That's the
work of the Holy Spirit: to draw us to the
God who is greater than the fury blowing
in our lives.

We may be in the furnace of life, with
hot, angry flames surging around us
threatening to engulf us. The flames may
have nearly incinerated us so that the
ashes of relationships and unfulfilled
plans lie at your feet. We've got a

choice. We can singed by the flaming
heat of life, or we can be cleansed—and
made creative—by the flames. The fur-
nace of life can become the realm of the
Holy Spirit to cleanse and purify, to mold
and shape each of us into a vessel of
honor for Jesus Christ.

We may be in the middle of a down-
pour: showers of trouble, grief, sickness,
woes, and they're about to drown us.
Well, again, we have a choice. We can
drown in the rushing tide of self-pity, mis-
ery, and despair, or we can be blessed by
the rain of God's holy, comforter Spirit,
washing, gently touching, blending with
our tears until they turn into joy and glad-
ness. For that's what the rain is all
about. April showers bring May flowers,
and the Holy Spirit rains goodness and
grace on lives awash in storms.

Wind. Fire. Rain. Devastating trials
of life or delightful triumphs of the Spirit?
Which will it be?

| pray that you will open yourself anew
and allow the Holy Spirit to have God’s
perfect way in your life. Let him blow and
flame and rain on the desert of your be-
ing, until you are full to overflowing. The
power of Pentecost, you see, is not only
to be believed; it is to be experienced.
The high costs of life can either control
us or they can be the stones with which
we build an altar for God to come into our
midst in power.

| say: “Let the wind blow!
fall! Let the blessings rain!"

Let the fire




DINNER & CONCERT OUTING — Sunday, May 3, 2009

,, Our Pastoral Care Ministry is hosting an outing for dinner at the Empress

", of China restaurant at 2 pm. followed by the New Century Chorale’s spring
concert, “On the Wings of Song”, at St. Christopher’s Church, Grand Blanc
at 4 pm. Please see Ferrell Katzenberger for details on this event.

If you are unable to attend the dinner, but would like to attend the concert
either on Saturday, May 2 at 7 pm or the 4 pm Sunday, May 3rd performance, please see Joyce
Leroue for tickets or additional information.

The special guest performer at this concert is the Flint Community Ensemble. Ticket prices are:
$10—general admission, $5—student/senior. Tickets are also available at the door and may be
reserved at www.newcenturychorale.org.

SHAPING THE FUTURE X

On April 2" our team shared a rather lengthy conference call with our consultants. The evening’s
discussion centered on the work we are doing to set objectives and develop
initiatives leading to achieving the first three of the dimensions from our Vision
Statement. These are:

We're making progress here. Our parish is currently interviewing
candidates for a Christian Formation Director who will head-up this
ministry. This is a new position, so the candidate will be free to devote -~
a great deal more time to organizing and delivering this vital ministry
than is possible with our current all volunteer team.

It was decided that a good place to start is to “spiff’ up the nursery and classrooms in
order to make these places more inviting. Volunteers will soon be asked to join a
“sweat equity” team for general cleaning and painting.

N
S
——
Developing Ministries For Children, Youth, and Young Families. ct’
“V

Offering Worship That Is Alive For All Generations.

Our team feels we need more knowledge of this subject before we can recommend
moving in any particular direction. We plan to visit churches currently offering multi-
generational worship opportunities to see what they do. We are interested in learning
of their use of various media elements, music styles, and use of worship space. We
will also visit a couple of recently redesigned Episcopal churches to see how they
updated their worship space.

Developing & Deploying the Leadership of Adults
Work has already started on this dimension. Team members are now interviewing St.
Paul’s current leadership to learn more about the jobs they do and how and where they
received their training. Competent leadership is a must if we are to achieve our vision.

We touched again on the importance of “nurturing”, a subject we covered several months ago.
Nurturing is the second step of the “welcoming” process, the step where a newcomer becomes
engaged with the church community. We’'ve been blessed with a number of newcomers lately, and
we need to develop more ways and places for us to get to know each other better. A number of
ministries leap to mind, but I'll save that for next time.
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Doctoral Dissertation

One Sunday as | was leaving church
Deacon Sharon suggested that | write an article
for the Epistle on the topic of my doctoral dis-
sertation. Unfortunately my current job requires
that | travel every other week and although |
started the article some time ago | am now
completing it. Following please find the very
short version of the last 18 months of my life.

Professionally | have worked in the field
of Early Childhood Education for the last 27
years. My doctoral degree is from Michigan
State University in Family and Child Ecology.
My major is in Child Develop-
ment and | have a minor in Edu-
cational Administration. In the
college of Human Ecology we
use Urie Bronfenbrenner’s
(1979) definition of ecology as
the social, emotional and physi-
cal environment of the child or
human organism. Using the
child as the basic unit of meas-
urement, we examine all sys-
tems supporting and surround-
ing the child. Microsystems such
as the child’'s home, childcare
center and school, as well as
macrosystems, such as the gov-
ernment, including policies that
impact the child, such as the Bush administra-
tion’'s “Leave No Child Behind,” are carefully
studied to determine best practices for optimal
growth and development.

The topic of my dissertation was: “The
Ecology of infant and toddler care in child care
centers during nonstandard hours.” For pur-
poses of my dissertation | examined licensed
childcare facilities that operate from 6 am
through 11 p.m. Specifically, | was interested in
infants and toddlers who were in care during the
hours of 3 p.m. and 11 p.m. Since this was an
exploratory study | used a qualitative design to
aptly capture as much rich data from observa-
tions and interviews as possible. | used a case
study design to study 3 child care centers. The
research question was: What are parents’, di-
rectors’, and teachers’ perceptions of the fea-

tures and challenges of nonstandard hour care
for infants and toddlers.

A review of the literature revealed that
children in care during nonstandard hours
showed negative associations for cognitive out-
comes. Their peers who attended care during
normal daytime hours showed positive associa-
tions for cognitive outcomes. The literature also
revealed a lack of quality overall in most infant
and toddler care. Hence the question what kind
of care are children receiving during nonstan-
dard hours?

Data collection methods
used included staff and parent
completed demographic question-
naires, semi-structured, and one-
on—one interviews. Observations of
the infant and toddler environments
and of caregivers’ interactions with
the children were conducted, as a
means to providing a description of
the child care environment. Quali-
tative data analyses revealed com-
mon themes within each case study
as well as across child care direc-
tors, caregivers, and parents.

Common themes that
emerged from directors’ responses
included: financial viability and

time. Responses from caregivers provided evi-
dence for the following themes: relationships
and time. Finally, data from parents revealed
the following themes: time and safety. Essen-
tially the findings were that the care children re-
ceive during nonstandard hours in child care
centers is adequate and in one case exemplary.
It is the parents’ lack of consistency in where
their child is due to changing work schedules
that make life tiring and hard for these families.
These findings provide one of the few only in
depth descriptive studies of nonstandard hour
child care.

Data from the study suggest the need for
wider community education about nonstandard
hour care. Participants, no matter their role,
commented on the negative perceptions associ-

(Continued on page 5




Doctoral Dissertationcontinued from page 4)

ated with enrolling infants in nonstandard hour care. Yet many families have no choice but to en-
gage in nonstandard work schedules. Indeed many lower income parents may be working multiple
jobs to financially sustain themselves. The added stress of contending with negative perceptions of
childcare was clear. The study findings also point towards the benefit of supports for childcare pro-
grams. Employer-sponsored programs may offer much needed financial and resource supports to
childcare programs. Privately owned programs may be more vulnerable to financial stresses and
may lack the resources needed to provide the highest quality care.

Bronfenbrenner, U. (1979). The Ecology of Human Development. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.

D. Elizabeth Jordan, Ph.D.
Senior Warden

Kidz Choir Kamp will be held at Camp Copneconic this year. You can help
send a child to a sleep-away music camp through sponsoring. The cost is $189
per child for a one week overnight camping experience, but any amount you
can give will be greatly appreciated.

Ty e

It is well organized with trained leadership and offers many adventures for young people—
horseback riding, swimming, sailing, structured sports, and games.

The goal is to send 23 children to camp—kids from St. Paul’'s as well as from the community. If you
are able to sponsor a child, or “part” of a child, please make checks payable to St. Paul’'s Church
with Kidz Choir Kamp in the memo area.

This year quite a few young people attended our parish’s “Journey to Adulthood”
classes. A “Rite 13 Ceremony” was held on Sunday, April 26th at our 10:30 a.m.
service, but the evening before, a banquet was held to celebrate the
accomplishments of these “celebrities.” Pictured above with parents and family
members are our Celebrities: Joe Kennedy, Karissa Kennedy, Genevieve Oertel,
Michael Oertel, Julianne Streukens, and Nickolas Brisbane.
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For my farewell column, | agreed to sit down with Grayce Scholt for an “exit interview.”

DEACON SHARON RETIRES (sort of)
By Grayce Scholt

As a friend and former colleague at Mott Community College, | recently met with Deacon Sharon
and asked her---

Q. When and why are you retiring?

A. According to the Canons of the church, clergy must retire at age 72. While I’'m not quite there
yet (Sept. 30), the bishop has permitted me to be relieved of my duties at St. Paul's on May 31 so
that | can have some semi-sabbatical time during which | will prepare to become the full-time
Dean of Diaconal Studies for the diocese and help develop the curriculum for the new
Coppage/Gordon Diocesan School of Ministry. Among other purposes, the school will prepare
deacons for ordination by helping people discern whether they should answer the call to
ordination by exploring spiritual formation and development, learning about church history, and
studying scripture, theology, and liturgy. The basic theme of the school is “What It Means to Be a
Christian.”

Q. Will you still be at St. Paul’'s?

A. No. | will not have an office here or be a member. | will be worshipping at various churches
and working for the diocese as the Bishop’s assistant (which is what deacons are) on a year-to-
year basis.

Q. You have been such a successful deacon here at St. Paul’'s—in fact, | recall Canon Bob
Davidson calling you a “perfect deacon”—I’'m wondering when and how you first knew you were
“called” to the diaconate.

A. It wasn’'t my idea at all, but one Sunday Fr. McClanahan was talking about the various orders
of the clergy. Deacon Jan King had died a couple of years before, so | asked Fr. McClanahan
how St. Paul’s could get a new deacon. He looked straight at me and said, “I think you should
think about that.” And the seed was planted. | had felt that when I retired from Mott, God wanted
me to do something in the church, but | didn’t know what. So | volunteered for various activities
here at St. Paul’'s. And then came the comment from Loren along with encouragement from
people in the congregation whom | trusted—and that seemed to be leading me.

Q. But when and how did you come to be “called”? What did it feel like?

A. Well, | began to feel like | was being “nagged.” It was almost like a voice—the Holy Spirit—
that kept saying, “You need to think about this.” | resisted and fought the “call” for quite a while.
Then | went on a discernment retreat at Columbiere Retreat Center and came away from it pretty
much convinced that perhaps | was being “called” by God. Then, strange as it may seem, | saw

(Continued on page 8
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ACROSS

1Butby

6 Foliage unit
10Large mop
14 Inhabitants of

Ireland

1512th month of the

Jewish calendar
16Killer whale

17 Slow

18 Numerous

19 Rotate

200verdue

21Hind part of a

saddle

23Light meal

24 1reland
26 Exit

28__asin

31The villain in

Othello

32Japanese sash
33Advantage

36 Title of respect for

God
40Blend

42 Consume
43Expensive
44Having eyes

73 I 74

45 Shawl worn In
Mexico

48Biblical high priest

490Id

51The Muse of
astronomy

53Voicebox

56 Augury

57 Self-esteem

58Last syllable of a
word

61 Exclamations of
surprise

65Donations to the
poor

67 Scottish Gaelic

68 Standard of
perfection

69Low in pitch

70Dynasty in China

71Earth

72Portico

73Bristle

74Hazy

DOWN

1According to His __
2 Extent of space
3Hue

4 Respect

517th letter of the
Greek alphabet

6 Sweetheart

7 Dash

8 Wife of one's uncle

9Blank leaf in the

front of a book

10Drunkard

111 __ these things

12 Land measures

13Red variety of
spinel

21 Call to mind

220vum

25Curved bone

27 Highway

28 Arrive

29To __ his
commands

30Unit of distance

31 Very small quantity

34 Have regard

35Lever for rowing

37Part of verb to be

38Indonesian resort
island

39 Melody

41June 6, 1944

45Neuter

46 Cougar

47 Before

500Oxlike African
antelope

52Head garland

53__ todeath

54 Aiguillette

55Lover of Juliet

56 Last letter of the
Greek alphabet

59Know Him who is

60Is not

62 Air (prefix)

63 Listen attentively
64 Kill

66 Mineral spring
68lt is

Solution on page 9

MAY
BIRTHDAYS

1—Walter Latoni,
Heather Leman
3—Dorothy Bush
5—John Cherry
6—Karissa Kennedy
8—James Hall
9—Pauline Boze
10—Jack Dyball
11—David Kennedy,
Michael Oertel
15—Charles Wagner
16—Mary Jo Allard
17—Joyce Leroue
24—NMatthew Pezzi
25—Earle Graves
26—Christopher
Hennessy, Daniel
Ireland
27—Mary Balabanian
28—Betty Geyer, Carol
O’Donnell, Vincent
Slocum
29—Erik Dill
31—Mark Dill, Johanna
King, Carmen Smith

May Anniversaries

1—Watson & Harriett
Kenworthy, Bruck &
Holly Richardson
3—Michael & Rebecca
Bennett
15—Andrew & Gail Dill,
Michael & Ta’Mara
Oertel
31—Edward & Jamie
Isaac, G. Donald &
Elaine Kaye




The BeaCO ncontinued from page 6)

an episode on the television show “West Wing” in which a story was told about a man who resists
being rescued from a flood because he insists that God will save him. He turns down several
chances to be rescued and finally drowns and goes to heaven. When he complains to God, “Why
didn’t you save me?” God says, “Look, | sent you a weather forecast, a rowboat, and a helicopter—
what the H___ are you doing up here?” So it was as if God had hit me upside the head asking me
what | was waiting for. How many more signs did | need? And so, | began my journey.

Q. Sharon, | know you're a survivor. You've survived marriage to an alcoholic, divorce, breast
cancer, and several other serious illnesses. How do you account for it?

A. | come from a long line of survivors. My mother, for example, was a very strong woman
physically. She survived many serious illnesses throughout her life. And my dad had quite a
traumatic childhood, and as an adult he never missed a day of work. He could be sick as anything,
but he would go to mass and then to work regardless. It sounds silly, but | think of myself as the
Energizer Bunny. You just keep going, and going, and going. | love those commercials. The E.
Bunny is one of my favorite icons.

Q. Would you say your dad was one of your role models?

A. Oh, yes. My Aunt Elaine too, my favorite aunt. Such an independent, feisty spirit. She was still
dancing in her high heels when she was in her seventies, going square dancing and ball room
dancing two or three times a week. After she and my Uncle Bob moved to California when | was just
a little girl, we corresponded regularly. Unfortunately, like my mother (her sister) she too was afflicted
with Alzheimer’s.

Q. Was it because of your aunt and your mother that you got involved with the Alzheimer’s ministry?

A. Actually, | was drawn to the AD ministry much before that because several members of our
church family were afflicted. So when my mother’'s behavior started to change, | recognized the
symptoms.

Q. As | said, | first knew you as a colleague at Mott. So you see any similarities between being a
teacher and a deacon?

A. An interesting question. Especially during the last ten-fifteen years or so of my teaching career, |
came to realize that teaching was a kind of ministry—that it had a spiritual dimension. | tried to help
my students develop a better image of themselves, to let them know they were capable of learning,
and that even though they were the so-called “developmental students,” they were a whole lot
smarter than some people believed they were. | wanted them to see the goodness in themselves.
Many of them were single mothers trying to get off welfare and trying so hard to achieve; they were
some of the hardest working students | ever had. | hope | helped them achieve that belief in
themselves. In 1995 when | announced that | couldn’t finish the semester because of upcoming
surgery for breast cancer, they spontaneously gathered around me and said a prayer. It was
probably the single most affecting moment of my teaching career.

Another rewarding moment was when | had attended an AL-ANON meeting and a woman slipped me
a note which I later read. In part it said, “As a teacher, you changed my life.” | so hoped that what
she said was true. And as a deacon, | hope that | have helped to change other lives as well. After
all, that's what the Christian Church is all about.



Solution to puzzle on page 7

Upcoming Scripture
Lessons for Worship

The Revised Common
Lectionary: Year B

May 3, 4™ Sunday of Easter
Acts 4:5-12 Psalm 23
1 John 3:16-24 John 10:11-18

# . SRR May 10, 5™ Sunday of Easter
.. SRR Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:24-30
& % . - 1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8

_ 'y May 17, 6™ Sunday of Easter
I "0 ! Acts 10:44-48 Psalm 98
$" 1 2/ / 13l 1 John 5:1-6 John 15:9-17

& 1 3.3") & May 24, 7™ Sunday of Easter
o3 # Acts 1:15-17,21-26 Psalm 1
1 John 5:9-13 John 17:6-19

HHW
H*
*
H*

May 31, The Day of Pentecost
Acts 2:1-21 Psalm 104:25-35,37b
Romans 8:22-27 John 15:26-27:16:4b-15




By Sue Brisbane, R.N.

% May is National High Blood you take blood pressure medications and
% Pressure Awareness month. | have questions about them please bring a
@\/_)plan to have blood pressure list; I'll have reference materials there to
3\:/ de check-up clinics on Sun. May look up the information you might need. |
10™ and Sun. May 17" after will also have handouts on high blood pres-

the 10:30 services. | think the sure/hypertension. Hope to see you there.
library would be an easy place to meet. If

Graduates To Be Honored

On June 14™ at the 10:30 am Holy Eucharist, we will be honoring y
graduates. Please help us by providing the names of any graduates in @‘
your immediate family who will be attending the service on that day. Clg\
You can do that by putting their name(s) on the sheet at the Welcome
Center or by calling the Parish Offices and giving the name(s) to Brenda. Call 234-8637.
Deadline for submission of names is May 31st

Ed Arter and Friends Recital

Join us for an afternoon of music making May 17" at 4:00p.m. in cele-
bration of Ed Arter's Jubilee Year. Since | haven’'t a ram’s horn, our
great organ will have to due. In addition to my playing a recital, | will be
joined by soloist and friends of St. Paul’'s parish for great music making in the great space of
St. Paul's. Admission is free; tell your friends and neighbors. See you at the concert.
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Music of N ote(continued from page 1)

man, Gary Horton, Joy
Schroeder, and Jim Gladstone

| w 4 | to name a few. Transcription

' | of cantatas to solo works for

# harpsichord and organ are
! " $ % also to be performed.
I & ! Hear the wonderful

| music performed by
) the friends of St.
' () # * Paul's Episcopal
+ * 4 % Church.

" n " " We look forward to having you
present at this great event.
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When submitting articles or notices of events to
The Epistle, if possible, please submit via
e-mailto . ..

stpaulschurch@ameritech.net
This will allow us to cut and paste, thus easing
and shortening preparation time by lessening the
need for retyping. Thanks!

The Epistle
is published 11 months each year by:
St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church,
711 S. Saginaw St.,
Flint, Michigan 48502
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558
Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon
Submissions due:
Second Friday of each month
Articles appear one time only
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Worship: 8 am & 10:30 am
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 9-9:30 am
Children’s Classes:
9:30-10:15 am
Inquirers’ Class: 9-10 am
(3/29/09-6/14/09)




