October 2009

Parish Forums

(each starts immediately after the 10:30 service on the date given)

October 4th:  Promise Campaign
Presentation (by Dr. John Snell)
October 11th: *“Family Forever” How to
Study Your Genealogy (by Laura Meyer)
November 1st: A Feasibility Study Report:
St. Paul’'s School (Sheryl Kennedy)

Stewardship

Blessing of the Animals

Sunday, October 4th @ 4 pm

The long-standing tradition of blessing beloved

pets at St. Francis of Assisi’'s feast day comes to

St. Paul’'s again on Sunday, October 4th at 4 pm

on the church’s front lawn. Bring your pets to be
blessed; cats, dogs, hamsters, fish, and all others are wel-
come, even horses and lizards and snakes and spiders and
ferretsand . ..

“Episco . . . WHAT?” That's our topic for this
exploration of the Episcopal Church for ALL
Episcopalians, and it doesn’'t matter if you've
been an Episcopalian for 2 days or 200

(Continued on page 8)§

St. Paul’'s annual Promise Campaign started as September
ended with a letter from Dr. John Snell, our
=, Stewardship Chairman, calling the
membership to a period of preparatory

(Continued on page 5

and Luncheon will be presented Saturday,
October 31st at noon. The show features
fashions for men and women as well as an
elegant lunch. For info, see any choir
member or Ed Arter at 234-8637. Food and N}
fashion and fellowship: WHAT FUN!
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Thoughts on Christian Formation
By The Rev. Heather Barta+

During the September 20 services, | preached
about the importance of raising our children to
experience both Christian
Formation and worship.
This creates deep
understanding of both the
stuff about church and the
experience of church.
Asking questions and
experiencing God in a variety of ways helps
children to a strong spiritual life. This
combination of knowledge and experience
supports them as they grow into adulthood and
(hopefully) helps them feel deeply connected

and committed to church.

As adults, we continue to have questions
about God, how God is working in the world, and
perhaps a desire to deepen our spiritual lives.
For adults, St. Paul's will offer a variety of
opportunities to explore questions, struggles,
and issues. Consider the Autumn Wednesdays
or Sunday morning offerings if you are hungering
for more understanding, a stronger sense of
community, or a more developed spiritual life.
Or — if you have questions that you've never had
a chance to ask — this is the time!

Contact me if you have any questions.

Christian
Formation for
Adults begins

October
41

Classes will
start on the
4th. These
are one or
two session topics. Please
come as you are able. All
the topics should provide
some interesting
conversation. Contact
Rev. Heather if you have
more questions.
Here're the topics through
Advent:
Oct. 4 & 11 - Who is God?
Oct. 18 - Satan: Can the
Devil Make You Do
It?
Oct. 25 - Why Pray?
Nov. 1 & 8 - What is the
Soul?
Nov. 15 - Bible Literature
Nov. 22— Dec. 20 - Journey
through Advent

Music Of Note

Kidz Choir Kamp week was spent at Camp Copneconic, Fenton,
August 17-23. Our schedule for the week began as follows: 8 am,
breakfast; 9 am, rehearsal; 10 am, snack; 10:15 am, house
rehearsals; 11:15 am, Holy Eucharist; noon, lunch; 12:30 pm, rest
period; 1-3 pm, recreation; 3:30 pm, rehearsal; 5:30 pm, dinner; 6:30
pm, rehearsal; 7:30 pm, break and line-up;
7:45 pm, Evensong; 8:30 pm, snack and
free time; 9:30 pm, Compline, 9:45 pm,
cabin check and lights out; 10 pm, staff
meeting. The recreational activities
included swimming, archery, water slides,
tubing, fishing, ultimate frisbee and frisbee
golf. As illustrated by the aforementioned,
much of our time was spent in preparing to
lead services of Evensong on Friday and
Sunday.

Thank you to the parents who
entrusted twelve youth to us and the camp staff. Of the twelve, four
youth came from St. Paul’s (the majority being boys). By week’s end,
nine singers remained to lead worship for the congregation. After
Sunday’s Evensong, several parents, showed interest in having their
children join our choirs. At our first Boychoir rehearsal, we had some
new faces from the Kamp return for the 2009 season. Good News!

“Thank yous” go out to: Mr. and Mrs. Bennett for the wonderful
evening snacks, Ms Shriver and Mrs. Reynolds for mid-day snacks,
Mr. Rick Harvey, Jr. for rehearsal accompaniment, and The Rev.
Heather Barta, our Kamp Chaplain. Thank you one and all. Lastly, to
our St. Paul’'s family, thank you for this incredible gift to the city of
Flint.

Soli Deo Gloria



Shaping The Future XIlI

As | write this, |
am looking at
the woods
behind my
h ouse
Summer's
green wall has
given way to a
veritable artist's
pallet of color.
It saddens me to think that in
just a few weeks the trees will
surrender the last of their
leaves leaving us nothing but
bare branches to stare at until
next spring. | am never quite
ready for this annual change,
especially this year when
summer seemed so short.
However, | know that without it
the glorious new life of spring,
when the woods come alive
again, will never happen. In
nature, new life is impossible
without undergoing change,
and so it is with St. Paul's
We are just at the beginning

of a change that is vital to our
new life as a parish. With the
help of our consulting team,
we've succeeded in putting
some of the building blocks in
place. Our greeting and
welcoming processes have
been tuned up. Our new
Welcome Center provides a
central place for visitors to
learn more about us. Improved
interior signage allows them to
find their way around more
easily. The Reverends Barta
and Curtis have joined our staff
to apply their expertise to the
revitalization of two of our most
important ministries. You might
say we are all "dressed up" for
the party. Now, it's time to
bring in the guests.

A few weeks ago, Joyce
and | worshiped at Petoskey's
Emmanuel Episcopal Church.
A visiting priest celebrated that
day, and his sermon focused
on church growth. He said "A

Church exists more for those
who are not there than for
those who are. A successful
church finds ways to fill the
needs of folks who are not
there, then invites them to
come fill its empty pews."

St. Paul's has many empty
pews, and there are a lot folks
out there with plenty of needs
who can come and fill them.
To attract them we'll need to
develop programs that are
meaningful and helpful to them.
That's what we'll be
concentrating on this coming
year. Our consulting team will
be working with us to assure
that we select and develop
programs to help us achieve
growth. | am sure some
change will be involved, but
with hard work and God's help,
St. Paul's will come alive again
with new growth.

Chair, Futuring Team

How are we doing . . . financially that is?

2009 PROMISE PLEDGE COMPARISON THROUGH
SEPTEMBER 11, 2009
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On Sunday, October
heading to the corn maze! Right after
the 10:30 service we’ll all have lunch
and head out.

Family Day at the Corn Maze!

18th, we're

All ages are invited.

3 It's located at 450 N. Vernon Road in
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Are you up to date on your pledge?

Corunna.

After the corn maze
our youth group will
continue on to Rev.
Heather’s house for
a bonfire.

For more
Brisbane at
elocbri@earthlink.net.

information contact Sue
810-659-9593 or
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CHUCK'S COMMENTS

Something bugging you? From time to time most of us have something that bugs us,
something that bothers and upsets us, that we can’t put to rest on our own. Perhaps it is a
friend (or acquaintance), or something that doesn’'t work the way it's supposed to, or a
neighbor with the loud music who we’d like to get to use headphones. Sometimes it is
something in ourselves, something that we have done, or something that has been done to us,
or something going on in our bodies, minds, or spirits that is dragging us down. We’ve tried
putting it in God’s hands, offering it up for God to deal with, and yet rr
our concern for it leaves us firmly in the grip of anxiety, uncertainty,
and a sense that it has control over us and is keeping us from
enjoying God'’s love fully.

There come times to most of us when we can’t cope alone. It
doesn’t mean that our faith is too weak, or God doesn't like us, or we
don't measure up to what we think others expect of us, or God
expects of us, or what we expect of ourselves. It simply means that
God is telling us that we don’t HAVE to cope with it by ourselves. We
can let others be the ears of God that need to hear our pain, the hands of God offered to help
us with life’s difficulties, the tangible expressions of a God who loves us and meets us where
we are. When something that we have done is keeping us from God or others, we look for
forgiveness in our worship, in the privacy of our communicating with God. But sometimes that
isn’t enough, and so the Church provides for a more personal intervention of God’s authority
to deal with it. That's what “The Reconciliation of a Penitent” is all about, and you can see it in
the Prayer Book on pages 446-462. If you need it, please ask one of the clergy. If you want
to do it with someone you don’t know and won’'t see on a regular basis, one of the clergy
would be happy to make the needed arrangements for that to happen.

When the issue is sickness, the clergy are ready to be invited into your concern; and so
are the several members of our congregation who offer Healing Prayers on the third Sundays
of the month (this month it is October 18). They will be available during Communion time and
immediately after either service to meet with you quietly at the altar rail of the Five Sisters’ or
Our Lady Chapels. Share as much or as little about the nature of your concern (for yourself or
for someone else), and the Healing Minister will offer prayer for you and with you. Shared
burdens are much lighter to carry, and sometimes you need to see the ears of God in another
person and experience God’s love reaching out in the hands and concern of another. All this
is there for you. God loves you and so do we.

See you in Church,
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By Sue Brisbane, R.N. ¢

October’s topic is prescription medications and local pharmacies. Your pharmacist will usually
the importance of being educated prior to being provide you with an info insert with your
medicated. Medications—prescription or over- prescription purchase, and it is very important

the-counter—can be wonderful things. that you read it. There are several
They can take away our pain, our online web sites that you can check
anxieties and help control chronic too. Web M.D. and Mayo Clinic are
health problems so we can live the ones | like.

comfortable lives. However, they can If you have questions about
also bring problems like unwanted side your medications | would be happy to
effects, drug reactions between help you find answers. Finally, don’t
medications, and even potentially fatal be afraid to ask your doctor—I know
outcomes. they are busy and sometimes we feel

It is as much our responsibility to overwhelmed with a whirlwind office call—but
educate ourselves about the meds we take as that one question could be enough to have
it is the doctors’ and nurses’ responsibility to them re-check your med list and find a potential
provide information for us to accomplish this. problem before it happens. | have more info on
The pharmacist is also an excellent source of the bulletin board in Barth Hall, and | also have
information. You can also purchase med medication information sheets available so you
encyclopedias (Sam’'s is usually less can update your lists. If you need help let me
expensive). They are also available at most know.

That “young student...” and his teacher

In the September issue of the Epistle, G. Donald Kaye provided an answer to “Whatever hap-
pened to that young student?” that many of us have wondered about. That “young student” that we
remember was a boy named John Bohl.

Thanks to Donald, we discovered that John, his former student, has gone on to accomplish so
very much in the highly competitive world of church music, having performed (vocally and instru-
mentally) in some of the greatest venues in this country and abroad.

It is to Donald’s great credit that he recognized young John’s potential early on and worked hard
to help him develop it. Those of us who watched (heard) his incredible progress under Donald’s en-
couragement and skill are perhaps not surprised that John has become a “star"—his talent was ob-
vious almost from the first—bit it is such a pleasure to learn in some detail of his success.

Teaching has no greater reward than seeing one of your “own” succeed. So we heartily con-
gratulate Donald!

And although John is far away from the keyboards of St. Paul’s Majestic Dalton Memorial organ,
we send him our heartiest greetings and best wishes for continued success!

SPECIAL THANK YOU to all 23 volunteers who helped with the CHICKEN DINNER
Fundraiser for the benefit of CROSSOVER, DOWNTOWN OUTREACH last Sunday at the
Masonic Temple. Through all of our efforts, we made $1,600.00 +. Chairperson - Mary Smith

8



=z Fundraiser
&ﬁ% To benefit Christ Enrichment Center

> ) St. Paul’'s will again be having a Pasta Dinner & Silent Auction to

benefit Christ Enrichment Center. This year’s event will be held on

October 25, 2009 from 12 noon—4:00 p.m. Cost: Adults-$10.00, Children 10 and under—$6:00,
Under 3 is free.

If you would like to donate to this fundraiser, items, services, or merchandise are still needed. Drop
all items/merchandise off at CEC between Monday and Friday from 10:00 a.m to 4:00 p.m.
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As | was sitting in St. Paul’'s on a recent
Sunday morning waiting for the service to begin,
| was reminded of a morning many years ago
when | sat in St. Paul’'s Cathedral, Christopher
Wren’'s massive masterpiece, in the heart of
London.

It was only a few years after the end of
WW2 and | was on a year’s study tour headed
for the University of Vienna. But on this morning
| was in London and anxious to see the
sights, especially St. Paul's. | knew that it
was in an area that had been heavily
bombed by the Luftwaffe, and almost com-
pletely destroyed. But | also knew that the
cathedral had been, perhaps miraculously,
almost unscathed.

But here | was, sitting in the what
seemed like other-worldly sunlight that filtered
through the beautiful stained glass windows and
breathing what felt like something close to
“rarified” air.

Then suddenly from what seemed like
voices straight from heaven, boy choristers be-
gan to sing centuries-old Anglican chants. | can
only say that at least momentarily, | felt a kind of
transcendence impossible to describe. It was a
moment that even then | knew | would never for-
get. | never have.

On this morning in our St. Paul’s in Flint, |
watched as our parishioners arrived, many
friends nodding their greetings. And | knew
while that some pews would be filled, many
would not.

And again | thought of that morning in
London. The cathedral was crowded with wor-
shippers. Some were perhaps rejoicing that the

—
=5

terrible war was over, while others mourned the
loss of loved ones. But | was sure that some
were simply grateful that their great church was
still there. Whatever the reasons, the place
which was sometimes said to be cold and forbid-
ding, was anything but that. It was filled with
people who had come through much, but were
well aware that there was still much to do.

And then | thought about our own St.
Paul’s. I'm sure that some think of it
—of us—as cold and forbidding, liv-
ing on the legacies of the past when it
was a “rich” church made up of only
“rich” people.

Well, if they think that, they're
wrong. They—you—have only to
worship with us, hear our music, our
liturgy, and feel the warmth of our people to
know that St. Paul’s-Flint is a welcoming place
with a congregation of good people filled with
gratitude for the opportunity to live and worship
in this great and good land, in this struggling but
courageous city—people who are trying their
best to make the world a better place, a more
loving place. Now as the, we have come
through much and are well aware that there is
much to do. But, like those Londoners in that
church long ago, we know that with God’s help,
we can overcome. And we will.

Grayce Sholt

Do you have a story of how God has given you
a gift of his grace? Please share it with us as a
testament to his ever-loving presence in our
lives.

Autumn WedneSday’S at St. PaUkSnt. from page 1)

years...come to learn or share or ask questions!
We'll begin with dinner (a $6 donation) and then
conversation. Contact Rev. Heather with your
qguestions. The six-week course goes from Octo-
ber 14—November 18th. Each week a different
topic will be discussed: Oct 14 — Baptism; Oct 21 —
TEC’s History/Mission; Oct 28 & Nov 4 — Holy
Eucharist; Nov. 11 — Catechism/Bible; & Nov. 18 —
all the other questions we didn’t answer!

6

CONFIRMATIONS: DEATHS:
Michelle Roberts Gladys Merrill
Thomas Willson Virgie Smith

Kellie Willson
Seann Willson-
Carr

Rishaul Nital

Georgia Shaw
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Our Pastoral Care Ministry is beginning preparations to send Christmas
gift boxes to troops overseas. The packages are always well received and much

GIFTS FOR TROOPS

appreciated, and we are glad to be able to serve in this way.

This year we have not yet identified an armed forces unit to sponsor, so if
you have a family member or close friend who will be serving in Irag or Afghani-

stan over the holiday season, please let us know as soon as possible. We can
accommodate a unit of up to thirty (30) soldiers.

We are happy to receive cash donations and will put them to good use. If your donation is
made by check, please make it out to St. Paul’s and note “Troop Gifts” in the margin. There is also
a need for blank note cards, which we like to include to help the soldiers write home.

Please see Joyce Leroue (810-603-0157) if you have the name of a soldier or a military unit
for this project, or if you'd like additional information.
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Birthdays
2—Sean DeGeorge
4—Richard Calhoun, Ernest
Tippett
5—Lewis Twigg
6—Dorothy Conner, James
Franklin
8—Danny Grier, Ferrell
Katzenberger, Frederick
VanDuyne
10—Genevieve Oertel
11—Sarah Pezzi, Norma
Struck
15—Paul O’'Donnell
16—Michael Kennedy
17—Madison Williams
19—Harry Harris
23—Kent Lawrence
25—Elizabeth Barnhart,
Jenae Franklin
26—Henry Barta, Gale
Luketich
27—Kayla Harwood, Jeffrey
Pezzi
28—Judith Stoerman, Laura
Vieu
29—Watson Kenworthy

ANNIVERSARIES
1—Scott & Sheila Dill
10—Steven & Vicki
Streukens
14—Jeffrey & Sarah Pezzi
16—Lawrence & Norma
Struck
22—Arnold & Marion Wilson



% DD B
s[eli]T M[o [w
alalr[E] [rR]alG].
DIrR[aM] [EILTL TS
kK[N[E[E[D[E[E[P
R.O
plelnlT]clulrR]E
AlslelT] [BlofalR
plo[n|y] [Llalv]a
NN E E[D|[E[N

WHITE ELEPHANT SALE

Clean, useable items are needed for our par-
ish’s upcoming White Elephant sale. Please do-
nate items that are clean, are still in good con-
dition, but need new homes.

Recycling is a great way to

reuse household items, an-

tiques, and items of interest.

We hope to contribute the

proceeds of the sale to our

Friday Lunch Ministry, and

so we’re collecting items

now. We'd like to have a

sale in the spring of 2010,

but we need to have enough items. Please do-
nate your "GOOD STUFF", and please be will-
ing to help! Contact Ferrell Katzenberger if you
have any questions: 810-694-8532.

Please Pray for .........

The home parishioners, those in
nursing homes, and their
caregivers: Laura Vieu, Gloria
Woodrich, Alice Howe

The sick and recovering and those

in any sorrow or distress:

Barbara, Edith Byrd, Doris Carroll, Phyllis
Crane, Courtney, Melissa Cussans, Nancy &
Ann Darby, John Dias, Alla Drummond, Leslie
Fries, Fulcher Family, Gary, Barbara Graham,
Helen Graham, Lucy Habte-Gabr, Viola Hall,
Wanda & Willie Harden, Hardenbrook Family,
Harley, James |. Jones, Joseph & Christine,
Kaitlyn, Harriett Kenworthy, Kim Latoni, Macon
Lennox, Ginger & Russ Matar, Helen Notman,
Carrie Olesik,

Sherry Reinertson, John Reynolds, Richard &
Nancy, Camden Richardson, John Roberts,
Julian and Jacob Robinson, Bill Ryder, Ethel
Louise Skinner, Julianna Thompson, George
Travis, Jeanne Wagner, Lloyd Walther, Don
Willoughby, The Friday Lunch Ministry,
Family & friends of Helen Tomlinson

Those who are in the hospital & other care
facilities: Mary Lou Odom, Fostrian Rehab
Center; Robert Barnhart, McLaren Hospital

Upcoming Scripture Lessons
for Worship

The Revised Common
Lectionary: Year B

Oct. 4, 18" Sunday After Pentecost
Job 1:1, 2:1-10 Psalm 26
Hebrews 1:1-4, 2:5-12 Mark 10:2-16

Oct. 11, 19" Sunday After Pentecost
Job 23:1-9,16-17 Psalm 22:1-15
Hebrews 4:12-16 Mark 10:17-31

Oct. 18, 20™ Sunday After Pentecost
Job 38:1-7,34-41 Psalm 104:1-9,25,37b
Hebrews 5:1-10 Mark 10:35-45

Oct. 25, 21% Sunday After Pentecost
Job 42:1-6,10-17 Psalm 34:1-8,19-20
Hebrews 7:23-28 Mark 10:46-52
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When submitting articles or notices of events to
The Epistle, if possible, please submit via
e-mailto . ..

stpaulschurch@ameritech.net
This will allow us to cut and paste, thus easing
and shortening preparation time by lessening the
need for retyping. Thanks!

The Epistle
is published 11 months each year by:
St. Paul’'s Episcopal Church,
711 S. Saginaw St.,
Flint, Michigan 48502
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558
Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon
Submissions due:
Second Friday of each month
Articles appear one time only
i ——
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Worship: 8 am & 10:30 am
Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 9-9:30 am

Christian Formation Classes:
Children & Youth 9:30-10:15 am
Adult 9:15-10:15 am




