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 Annual Meeting & Potluck Dinner 
 

Mark your calendars now for our annual Parish Meeting at 
noon on January 10, 2010, and—as in the past—we’ll 
start the event with a pot luck dinner.  Please sign up at 
the Welcome Center and indicate the “pot luck dish” you’ll 
bring to share.�

Epiphany Pageant, Sunday, January 3 rd  
Presented by the youth of our parish 
during the 10:30 am service.  A recep-
tion follows in Barth Hall. (We’ll have our 
regular Holy Eucharist at 8 am.) 
For more information, please see Rev. 
Heather. 

Youth Lock-In 
January 8 th & 9th  

Has your child signed up for the youth 
lock-in yet?  If not, there’s still time.  A 
signup sheet is at the Welcome Center .  You can contact 
Rev. Heather or Sue Brisbane for more information. 

Evensong 
St. Paul's Boy and Girl Choirs will be sing-
ing Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis by George 
Dyson at Evensong on January 31st @ 
4:00 pm.  �
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� Fr. Marty’s Musings 
Family and faith.  Gifts and grace.  

God and humanity.  Reconciliation and 
relationships.  That’s Christmas.  And 
that’s what it’s all about. 

As I write this, we are moving closer 
and closer to Christmas, or, as the prayer 
book officially calls it: the Nativity of Our 
Lord Jesus Christ.  It is just days away.  
As you read this, though, 
Christmas Day has past, but 
perhaps the memories of another 
festive celebration are still fresh.  
Certainly, you are reading this 
within the season of Christmas, 
those fabled 12 days throughout 
which the Church continues to proclaim 
and to celebrate the new child, the 
coming of the Messiah, the birth in a 
stable in Bethlehem. 

It is tradition that Jesus was born and 
the Magi (or Wise Men) arrive on the 12th 
day (which is what gives us the 12 days 
of Christmas), but do you ever find it 
difficult to keep Christmas going for the 
entire 12-day season? 

Certainly, our society is long-done 
with Christmas.  For most businesses 
and many families, the trees that were 

decorated so brightly are tossed on the 
curb by the time the Church is 
proclaiming the third or fourth day of the 
season.  Radio stations that regaled us 
with Christmas tunes all through Advent, 
have all returned to their regular formats 
before the discarded wrapping paper 
from our gifts even get to the trashcan on 

the curb. 
But I object to such cavalier 
tossing aside of the celebration of 
God’s great gift and I call upon 
our parish membership to observe 
the whole of the season, to keep 
Christmas and all it means and all 

it advocates central until the Magi’s visit. 
And then, I call upon the parish to 

keep the truths of Christmas central in 
our thoughts and let them guide our lives 
throughout the year.  After all Christmas 
is about family, which we cherish no 
matter the season.  About faith in God.  
About the gift of grace.  About 
reconciliation and renewed relationship 
between god and humanity.  These are 
the guiding lights from what we believe at 
Christmas and always. 

Merry 12 days of Christmas! 

Music at St. Paul’s 
January 24 @ 3:30 p.m. 

 

Jessica Price, Flute and Ina Yoon, Piano.  Both serve 
as faculty members at the Flint Institute of Music.  
This is Jessica's debut appearance at Music at Saint 
Paul's and we welcome her for her bright and ener-
getic flute tone as well as her involvement with the 
music at hand.  Ina Yoon appeared with the Flint 
Symphony Orchestra in the fall of 2008 playing Vin-
cent D'indy's Symphony on a French Mountain Air.  
This is also Ina's debut appearance on this series. �
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Each year many of us 
approach New Year’s 
Day with the same sense 
of impending failure with 
which we approach Ash 

Wednesday and Lent.  We think it is a 
time to “clean up our act” and shed the 
pounds, tobacco use, bad habits, lack 
of spiritual attention, or whatever else 
has generally been running (or ruining) 
our lives.  Our likely failure is the 
source of much jocularity by 
comedians, newspaper editors, and 
ourselves.  The ironic amusement is 
that, more often than not, the failure is 
not only predictable, but certain.  The 
best we can get out of the situation is 
the thought that we tried, along with the 
self-indictment that we couldn’t actually 
do it. 
 
This year I suggest something 
different . . . different enough that it 
might actually succeed.  Find 
something about someone else that 
you don’t like – perhaps a past hurt or a 
current irritation, that kind of thing – 
then turn it over to God.  Whenever it 
crosses your mind, say “Lord, you 
accept me the way I am; help me to 
accept the reality of who __N.__ is.  

You love ___N.__, too; help me to love 
__N.__ with you.  (You do the work, 
Lord, just please carry me along with 
you.)” 
 
Instead of nursing a hurt and keeping 
the attention and irritation active, turn it 
over to God with thanksgiving that God 
has already succeeded in dealing with 
it.  You give up on attempted success, 
and you just keep at the task each time 
it arises or you remember it.  Then let 
the Lord tell you when you have 
succeeded (oh, and God will let you 
know).  You will feel better about God, 
and yourself, and probably your 
neighbor (__N.__), too. 
 
The Christian Life is not about your 
success or my success.  It is about 
giving thanks to the God who loves us, 
redeems us, and leads us.  God can 
always make us better than we can 
make ourselves.  Our real task is to get 
out of the way and let God do it. 
 
See you in Church, 

Chuck Curtis 
Asst to the Rector for Pastoral Care 

 
  

CHUCK’S COMMENTS�
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PARISH CLOSED FOR PUBLIC BUSINESS ON MONDAYS  

 
      In an effort to ease the work load of our non-clergy staff and to help them 
work more efficiently, St. Paul’s Vestry, at its December 13 meeting, resolved to 
close the church to the public each Monday beginning January 4, 2010. 
      Here’s why: 5 years ago, we decreased our administrative staff by one sec-
retary; two years ago we laid-off our ½-time maintenance man; this year, we 
hired two assistant priests (which necessarily increases some of the administra-
tive work); and recently the number of people volunteering to assist in the Par-
ish Offices has been — well — sparse.  Consequently, there’s more workload 

for the remaining staff. 
Therefore, on a trial basis, all parish buildings will be closed to public access for the next 4 

months (Jan.-April), at which point the Vestry will evaluate the effectiveness of their decision.  By 
closing the church on Mondays, the office staff will be able to concentrate on the main tasks of 
the week without interruption.  The maintenance staff will have time for those jobs that require 
two sets of hands and will also need less overtime to accomplish all that we count on them to ac-
complish. 

The staff will still report to work on Mondays as normal, but the church will be closed to all oth-
ers.  The non-clergy staff will not answer phones, return calls or e-mails, or conduct any other or-
dinary church business.  Should a funeral be scheduled on a Monday, the doors will, of course, 
be open. 

Those calling one of our priests will be able to connect to their phone extensions via the voice 
mail menu.  Each priest, at his or her discretion, may answer phone calls and other communica-
tions as necessary, but please attempt to contact the clergy only when it cannot wait. 

The staff works very hard to accommodate parishioner requests, conduct the business of the 
church, and maintain the church.  Your understanding is appreciated while we try this new sched-
ule to see if it allows for greater worker efficiency.  If you have any questions or concerns about 
this matter, please call Fr. Marty. 

   
I received my gifts of grace last winter.  Some 
of you were aware that my husband Alan 
had suffered from Alzheimer’s disease for 
several years.  On December 4th he had 
to be hospitalized.  Hearing the terrible 
news, that he would not be able to come 
home but would be released to a memory 
care facility, was devastating. Attending 
church that Sunday I felt such sadness without 
him beside me.  Reluctantly I decided to stay 
for coffee hour and the forum, all the while 
thinking “wouldn’t it be easier to just leave?”  
When I found an empty table, I sat down and 
my anxiety plus sadness seemed to 
overwhelm me.  One by one my gifts began to 
arrive.  Eventually the entire table was filled 
with our dear friends.  They didn’t ask a lot of  

 
questions but expressed their concern with 

comforting words, touches, and sincere 
compassion for Alan as well as myself.  
When I left I felt a lightness in my heart 
that I had not felt in a very long time.  I 
thank you all for these special gifts of 
grace, and I know they will continue to 

keep me uplifted.  I have received so many 
gifts of grace during this journey, many from 
family, friends, and at times even total 
strangers.  During this season of giving I hope 
you all will recognize how special these gifts of 
grace can be, and when you see someone 
who might need a gift, share a moment with 
them. 
 
  �����������	
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GIFTS OF GRACE 
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1—Debra Rittenbery 
3—David Harwood 
4—Erynn Ford 
5—Alfred Cook 
6—James Franklin IV 
7—Ruth Scott 
8—Angela Lennox 
9—Mark Wilson 
10—Thomas Willson 
11—Sherry Lees 
12—Marsha Kump 
19—Colette Martin 
21—Michael Slocum 
23—Linda Calhoun, Barbara       
         Syring 
28—Edwin Hershon, Andrew  
         McCay 
29—Diane Whitfield 
31—Lauren Ireland, Peter  
         Ireland, Joanna Kotzian 
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4—Douglas and Sherry Lees 
17—Chuck and Montie Curtis 
19—Kenneth and Suzanne 

Kayser 
�

 

Promises that we make to ourselves, our families, or God.  
Most of which only hold for about 4 1/2 hours after we wake 
up on the 1st!  We know that having the support of friends 
and family can keep us accountable.  We know when we 
deep our goals at the front of our minds, we are more likely 
to keep to them.  
 

I offer you this for a resolution in the new year: 
 

Be intentional about Christian Formation 
 
Formation for Christians is never a “finished” thing.  We 
never get to say, “Oh, I’ve done it!  I don’t have to read, 
pray, do any more!”  Christ’s call is that we continue to walk 
with him, contemplate  the Scriptures, and discern how we 
are to live that Good News.�
 
St. Paul’s offers a variety of opportunities for you to explore 
your faith more deeply.  By meeting with others, we can help 
keep one another accountable.  Children often have their 
parents to help keep them coming… Adults need a different 
decision making process.  Chose to do it.  Be part of the 
conversations on Sunday morning and during Lenten 
Wednesdays.  Learn more about the Christian faith, the 

Episcopal Church, the Bible, theol-
ogy, and how to go forth and pro-
claim that good news. 
 
Beginning on January 19, 9:15 
pm, come to the Sunday morning 
conversation to share thoughts 
about “Around One Table.”  This 
study was done by independent 
consultants and summarized by 

Episcopalians.  It lays out the core values and priorities that 
people have for our church.  We will have the opportunity to 
agree, disagree, and make our own lists.  You are invited 
and encouraged to attend this conversation.   
 
Children and Youth will continue to meet 9:30-10:15.  We 
look forward to faith-forming conversations and activities 
with them. 
 
If you have any questions about any of the formation activi-
ties, please contact Rev. Heather at the office or 
revbarta@gmail.com.  
 

‘TIS THE SEASON OF RESOLUTIONS  
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1 Corinthians 12 (1)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16

17 18 19

20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

32 33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42 43

44 45 46 47 48

49 50 51 52

53 54 55 56

57 58 59 60 61 62 63 64

65 66 67 68

69 70 71

72 73 74

John Kapteyn 46109
Created by The Word Puzzles (www.thewordpuzzles.com) using Crossword Express (www.crauswords.com)

ACROSS
  1 The sense of ___
  6 Because I am not a ___
 10 Church recess
 14 Greek goddesses of the 

seasons
 15 Above
 16 Calm
 17 Express opinions
 18 Baseball team
 19 Trudge
 20 Travel
 21 Free from ostentation
 23 Wrath
 24 Pitcher
 26 ___ prophets
 28 The message of ___
 31 Yes
 32 Wood sorrel
 33 Habitual
 36 Donations to the poor

 40 Acting part
 42 Consume
 43 Heating fuel
 44 Leg joint
 45 System of rule
 48 Gone by
 49 Burden
 51 The Muse of astronomy
 53 Idle talk
 56 Thrust with a knife
 57 Mischievous child
 58 Legally responsible
 61 Exclamations of surprise
 65 Fall short
 67 Endure
 68 Ridge
 69 Of thou
 70 Metal
 71 Nobles
 72 Preservative
 73 Tibetan oxen

 74 Donkeys

DOWN
  1 Now I will ___ you
  2 Brood
  3 Ireland
  4 Acred
  5 Shelter
  6 With special ___
  7 Ardent
  8 Hawaiian goose
  9 Clad
 10 High mountain
 11 Poliomyelitis
 12 Avowed
 13 Finished
 21 Memorandum
 22 Light meal
 25 Exclamation of surprise
 27 Fellow
 28 The ___ of one
 29 Image
 30 An auction
 31 Abominable snowman
 34 I don't ___ you
 35 Label
 37 Incline
 38 The wise men
 39 Portico
 41 Long fish
 45 Quickly
 46 Astray to ___ idols
 47 Period of history
 50 Petroleum
 52 Subsides
 53 Spiritual ___
 54 City in Nebraska
 55 Speak extravagantly
 56 Snow conveyance
 59 Extent of space
 60 Bill
 62 Greek god of war
 63 Rent
 64 Disrespectful back talk
 66 Permit
 68 Mineral spring

��
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Getting to Know One Another—John Roberts, III 
 
When you attend a service at St. Paul’s, you can be sure it will be well executed—due in large part to 
our dedicated Master of Liturgies, John Roberts, III.  He spends countless hours and much energy 
seeing to it that our services help parishioners come closer to God.  John was trained at Christ 
Church by Fr. Miller, and when he came to St. Paul’s he was encouraged by Fr. Allen, Fr. 
McClanahan and Deacon Jan King to use his many gifts here with us.  We are forever grateful. 
 
 
Q. Is it true that the Roberts family is a five-generation family? 
 
A. Well, we were until a little over a year ago when my father died.  But he lived to go to the 100th 

Roberts’ family reunion in 2005 in Charlotte, S.C.  I took him and he really enjoyed it.   
 
Q.  Are you originally from South Carolina? 
 
A. Yes, I grew up there and went to college in Charlotte, although I 

didn’t complete my degree until 1987 at Spring Arbor College.  
Education has always been very important to me.  

 
Q. Why did you come to Michigan? 
 
A. I came to Flint in 1955 and got a job at Buick assembling cars, 

which I didn’t like.  I married Emma and we had our first child, 
Velecia, in 1957.  In 1958 I was hired as a security guard at the 
Metal Stamping Plant in Grand Blanc, which I also didn’t like.  I kept thinking there was something 
better for me to do.  Then I got a position in the Industrial Engineering Department and made a 
good living.  Even though GM has recently had a bad time, I have no regrets.  I was able to buy 
two houses and educate my four children.  My youngest is my son, Jerrod, who along with my 
daughter, Velecia, and my grand daughters, Quiara and Jelecia, sings in St. Paul’s Gospel Choir.    

 
Q. Even though you’re retired from GM, aren’t you still working? 
 
A. Yes, I’m working for H & R Block.  We added a line of credit to help people for the holidays.  So 

I’m busy.   
 
Q. How did you meet Emma? 
 
A. Well, I was riding my bike and saw her walking with a friend, but I caught her eye.  Later, when 

she was recovering from an appendectomy, I drove her to school in my father’s car.  That was the 
beginning.  We were married in 1956.   

 
Q. Have you always been an Episcopalian? 
 
A. When I was growing up I went to boarding school and we had to take religion classes—the Old 

Testament the first year, the New Testament the second.  And we had to go to church.  We could 
only miss two Sundays each semester.  It was strict, but good.  That’s why my mother wanted me 
to go there.  When I married Emma, she was a Baptist, but I didn’t enjoy that service.  So when we 
bought a house on Hamilton Street it was right around the corner from Christ Church, and they 

(Continued on page 10) 
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A tremendous thank-you to everyone who participated in this year’s Christmas Gifts for Troops min-
istry.  Because of your generosity we were able to send a total of 38 packages to Carlo Grier and 
members of his Army unit, serving in Afghanistan; Brooke Devone, also 
serving in Afghanistan; and John Yankowski, an Army National Guard 
member serving with NATO in Kosovo.  Carlo is the nephew of Danny 
Grier, Brooke is the God-daughter of Wanda Harden (Barb Hamilton-
Welch’s daughter) and John is the son of Clay and Joyce Leroue. 
 

This is the largest number of service people we have mailed packages to, 
and finances were tighter than ever.  But God is good, and so are the 
people of St. Paul’s.  With careful shopping, willing hands to help pack 
boxes, and additional funds donated at the end of the project to help pay 
for shipping, the job was successfully completed in time for the troops to 
receive their gifts by the holidays. 
 

The most difficult part of this project was dealing with post office requirements. Regulations seem to 
get more complicated each year, and filling out the lengthy forms “properly” is a daunting task.  The 
brilliant idea to seek out help was what saved the day. (Thank you, Larry Kincade!!)  We called on 
American Legion Post 342 who provided us with a Christmas angel named Tim Hill.  Tim heads the 
Care Package Team which has sent over 600 packages to service men and women this year.  He 
took us under his wing and got us through the process unscathed (well, at least nothing a few hot 
packs and several ibuprofen couldn’t cure). 
 

Tim is a Saturday supervisor and week-day postal worker at the Clio post office.  We worked with 
him and his staff for about four hours on Saturday, December 5 to get the mission accomplished.  
Without their gracious help, I feel sure Jane Bingham and I would still be there, wading waist high 
through boxes and writing each individual item contained in every single box on an endless supply of 
forms (six copies/each). 
 

In spite of minor adversities, it is such a blessing to be able to serve the brave soldiers who work 
long and hard, in conditions that are often very unfavorable, on our behalf.  They are deserving of 
everything we can do to support them and show we care.  I hope all of you join me in daily prayer for 
their safety and for them to be back home with their loved ones very soon. 
 

God bless all of you for your help and loving concern! 
 

�
�	�����
���
Pastoral Care Ministry 

TROOP GIFTS�
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Upcoming Scripture Lessons 
for Worship  

 
 

The Revised Common  
 Lectionary: Year C  
 

January 3, The Epiphany 
Epiphany Pageant 

Isaiah 60:1-6 �  Psalm 72:1-7,10-14 
Ephestans 3:1-12 �  Matthew 2:1-12 

 
January 10, 1st Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 43:1-7 �  Psalm 29 
Acts 8:14-17 �  Luke 3:15-17,21-22 

 
January 17, 2nd Sunday after Epiphany 

Isaiah 62:1-5 �  Psalm 36:5-10 
1 Corinthians 12:1-11 �  John 2:1-11 

 
January 24, The Conversion of St. Paul 

Acts 26:9-21 �  Psalm 67  
Galatians 1:11-24 �  Matthew 10:16-22 

 
January 31, 4th Sunday after Epiphany 

Jeremiah 1:4-10 �  Psalm 71:1-6 
1 Corinthians 13:1-13 �  Luke 4:21-30 
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Please Pray for ………  
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�had a Brownie troop for the children.  So we started going there.   
 

Q.  And Fr. Alex Miller was the priest? 
 

A. Yes!  And he put you to work right away.  So that’s how I got my training in the Episcopal Church.  
When the new prayer book came out, I took classes and enjoyed that a lot.  

 
Q. Were you ever officially a deacon? 
 
A. No, I never aspired to be a deacon.  I always wanted to be in the background.  But Fr. Miller en-

couraged me to be a lay reader.  In those days, lay readers did all of Morning Prayer except the 
sermon—three Sundays a month.  Clair McKee and others helped me with that challenge.  We 
met every quarter and discussed how to make the services better.  Then they ganged up on me 
and asked me to be Dean of Lay Readers.  (I eventually had 19.)  I held that job until 1988 when 
Christ Church joined with St. Paul’s.  Jelecia, my grand-daughter, was the last child baptized in 
Christ Church.  Her daughter, Erynn, my great-grand-daughter, was baptized in St. Paul’s in 2007.  

 
 When Fr. Miller retired, it was a hard time.  I had to get supply priests—a terrible job.  But during 
 my time there, I trained acolytes, and took communion to shut-ins on Sundays after the services.  
 And we had prayer services every Morning and Evening.  It didn’t matter if there were only one or 
 two people attending, we had Morning and Evening prayer every day.  I recall one time when I 
 was called to pray for a dying baby at Hurley Hospital.  A couple of years later, the mother called 
 me to thank me and told me that her child was well and happy.  That was wonderful.  
 
Q. So you’ve been deeply involved in church work. 
 
A. I got that from my father.  He was a Methodist, and he so loved going to church.  He often told me 

how much he loved walking to church with his mother, brothers and sisters.  I guess I’ve tried 
them all—Methodists, Baptists, even Presbyterians.  

 
Q.  How do you see St. Paul’s today?  What would you like to be different? 
 
A. I would really like to see a free-standing altar although I know the cost is great.  And I really like 

Morning Prayer.  I feel people are being cheated without it.  I hope, of course, that we can in-
crease attendance.  Maybe televising our services would create interest, and maybe the revival of 
downtown will help.  Recently, a person who lives in one of the loft apartments came to a service 
and was very interested.  So maybe that will catch on.  I’m also worried that we’re losing young 
people through graduation, but that happens, so we’ve just got to raise up others.  It’s always diffi-
cult when people are scheduled to be part of the service and don’t show up, so I wish that was 
different.  But it happens.  

 
 I really love what I’m doing.  
 
 
John and his family have long been a faithful and important part of St. Paul’s.  We are appreciative of 
all they do, such as Emma’s special “Card Ministry” and her work with the Altar Guild.  We pray that 
one day still another generation of the Roberts’ family will grace us with their presence.   
 
          Grayce Scholt 

Getting to Know One Another (Continued from page 7) 
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The Epistle 
is published 11 months each year by: 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
711 S. Saginaw St., 

Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558 

Editor: Fr. Martin S. Field 
Typesetting: Brenda Gordon 
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When submitting articles or notices of events to 
The Epistle, if possible, please submit via  
e-mail to . . .  

stpaulschurch@ameritech.net 
This will allow us to cut and paste, thus easing and 
shortening preparation time by lessening the need 
for retyping.  Thanks! 

 

Sunday Mornings at St. Paul’s 
 

Worship: 8 am & 10:30 am 
 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 9-9:30 am 
 

Christian Formation Classes  

for Adults: 9:15—10:15 am 
 

Christian Formation for Children and Youth: 
9:30 a.m.—10:15 am 
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The Very Rev. Martin S. Field, Rector 

The Rev. Heather Barta, Christian Formation Ass’t 
The Rev. Charles Curtis, Pastoral Care Assistant 

Ginger Wright, Parish Administrator 
Edward Arter, Director of Music 
Larry Kincade, Facility Manager 

Brenda Gordon, Parish Secretary 
Terence Whitehead, Head Custodian 

Gussie Blake, Director, Gospel Choir Director 
Sylvia Kaake, Nursery Supervisor 

G. Donald Kaye, Music Director Emeritus 

 


