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Lenten Wednesdays 

 Each Wednesday in Lent (March 16—April 13) 
there will be a gathering for food and conversation from 
6—8 pm.  We will be using the Bible Study that the dio-
cese publishes for congregations each year.   
 Encountering Jesus: A Lenten Study explores the 
appointed Gospel readings for the Sundays in Lent . In 
each reading Jesus encounters an individual, and through 
these encounters we learn something about who Jesus is. 
This year’s study has been prepared by the Rev. Dr. Val-

(Continued on page 4) 

Music of Note! 
 

The Boy, Children and Girl Choirs invite 
you and our neighbors to our Shrove Tues-
day Pancake Dinner, held March 8th at 6:00 
p.m. in Barth.  All the pancakes, waffles, 
bacon and sausages you can eat for a Do-
nation to the Children’s Choir Fund. These funds help send 

(Continued on page 8) 

Daylight Savings  
Time Begins 

Spring ahead one hour on March 12th 
before going to bed and get to church 

on time on Sunday the 13th! 

Brown Bag Concerts  

Brown Bag Concerts will start back up during 
the Lent season.  Every Thursday at 12:30 pm 
from March 10—April14.  You bring your lunch 
and we’ll supply the music and coffee.   

Monthly Art Walk 

March 11 at 6:00 pm 

St. Paul’s monthly art walk will feature local 
artist Eric Jones.  Come on down and enjoy 

wonderful fellowship along with great art.   
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The 2011 Absalom Jones celebration has come 
and gone, but the spiritual euphoria is still with 
me today.  It was such a great joy to see so 
many people in church lifting up their voices in 
praise.    The selections from each 
choir, the liturgical dancers and finally 
the sermon by Rev. Lutas gave me 
the feeling that God was moving in 
our midst.   I have been trying to write 
this article, but have had great diffi-
culty getting the words on paper be-
cause I get all excited and all I want 
to say is “WOW!” 
 Through all the planning for 
this year’s celebration, we had many 
things that caused us to change course.   We 
had to get a new speaker in less than a month, 
however we were blessed with a dynamic 

preacher from our neighboring diocese.  Not only 
him, but we were able to fellowship with mem-
bers of his congregation who decided to come 
with him to celebrate with us.  My hope is that 

we can do the same rather than be 
closed up in our own little spiritual bub-
ble.  This was diversity at its best.  We 
also had to get new liturgical dancers to 
replace other groups that cancelled at 
the last minute.  Even though I became 
frustrated at times, these changes solidi-
fies for me that God is in control once I/
we let go and let Him do what He does 
best … fulfill our needs. 
 Rev. Lutas sermon focused on 

“Remembrance”.  He reminded us that every 
time we come to the Lord’s we are indeed honor-

(Continued on page 5) 

Absalom Jones:  “Arise Out of the Dust:  Strive for  Dignity 

What’s Happening? 
 
Your Vestry is hard at work trying to move our church forward in a swift and organized manner.  Each 
Sunday a different vestry member will be making announcements in an attempt to keep our parish 
family informed of the progress being made. 
 
The recently formed Rector Search Committee has the monumental task of finding us the perfect rec-
tor as quickly as possible.  The Committee is comprised of the nine-member vestry plus five repre-
sentatives from our parish.  Vestry members are:  John Snell, John Cherry, Michele Kotzian, Thom 
Meyer, Barbara Mannor, Elizabeth Harris, Velecia Ford, Craig Leavitt and Andy Dill.  Parish represen-
tatives are:  Ta’Mara Oertel, Jelecia Ford, Paul Carpenter, Sheryl Kennedy, Clay Leroue and Eliza-
beth Jordan.  Elizabeth has graciously agreed to chair the committee. (Thank you, Elizabeth!) 
 
To help the Search Committee with their task, the Vestry made every effort to ensure that all active 
church members received a Parish Survey Form.  The form, hopefully, allowed for the greatest 
amount of parishioner input in our search process.  If you did not receive a survey, please call the 
church office and one will be mailed to you.  Also, if you have additional input not covered by the sur-
vey, please contact a member of the Committee.  If you need help in filling out your survey, contact 
one of the Vestry members. 
 
The Vestry is actively looking for a Priest-In-Charge, (similar to an Interim Priest).  If you know of 
someone who might fill that role, please contact one of the Vestry. 
 
Please keep the St. Paul’s Vestry and Rector Search Committee in your prayers during this critical 
period. 
        Until next time, 
     � � � ���������� , 
        Senior Warden 
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How are you doing with the St. 
Paul’s Transition (or any other 
time of uncertainty)? 
 
I recently came across a 
couple of quotes that might 
shed some insight and give us 
a good approach with dealing 

with the anxiety that uncertainty can unleash 
within us. 
 
The first is from Tony Shaloub, the actor who 
plays “Monk” on the TV detective series.  He 
told the graduates of the University of South 
Maine in 2003, “I am living proof that 
uncertainty is vastly underrated and 
oftentimes a blessing in disguise.”  I think we 
all can recognize the disguise, fear and 
anxiety; but sometimes the blessing seems 
quite hidden.  We need to focus on looking for 
the blessing if we are going to find it.  And 
relax from the fear and anxiety because we 
know God loves us and will see us through it 
to something that we will know to be from 
God. 

The second is from Lady Bird Johnson (date 
and occasion unknown): “Become so wrapped 
up in something that you forget to be afraid.”  
Don’t stand around looking at the source of 
uncertainty, reacting in fear and anxiousness; 
get involved in helping others work through 
the situation.  Not only will you get past your 
fear, you will also help others to get past 
theirs. 
 
A third is from Bill Cosby to Hampton 
University in 2003:  “People say ‘God will find 
a way.”  God can’t find a way if you’re in the 
way.”  Keep in touch with where you are and 
seek to be a part of the solution. 
 
The opposite of anxiety is neither knowledge 
and control (we just THINK that will help) nor 
paralysis.  The real antidote for anxiety is faith 
–faith in one another, and faith in God! 
 
Don’t fear, be faithful, see you in Church! 

 
                           	�
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3 Prayers a Day 
By The Rev. Heather Barta 

 

From Forward Day By Day: When we pray for someone who persecutes us  we are not 
wrapping the persecutor in some kind of comfortable cocoon.  We are not expecting 
that prayer will establish or confirm sinful behavior. We are asking that there be open-
ness to new and creative possibilities, both in ourselves and others. 
 
On Sunday, February 20, I spoke again about three prayers a day.  I encouraged us to 
continue to pray for people, especially those that we may not like or that may not like 
us.  This quote from Forward Day by Day talks about part of why we should pray.  I 
also believe that when  we engage people with whom we are having issues, we learn more 
about  them.  We may think that they are grumpy or mean, but then learn that they are having strug-
gles and issues in their lives.   Our reaching out  may change their hearts, as much as our prayers 
change our own hearts.�

�

New Address For Charlene Palmer 
 

Charlene Palmer has a new address.  She really enjoys the cards and letters she receives from her 
friends at St. Paul’s.  If you would like to send her one her new address is 556 Cypress Avenue, San 
Bruno, CA  94066.  
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�Last year’s devastating 
earthquake destroyed the 
Episcopal Diocese of 
Haiti’s Holy Trinity Cathe-
dral complex in Port-au-
Prince.  The complex 
once housed Holy Trinity 
Music School, Holy Trinity 
Professional School, pri-
mary and secondary 
schools and a convent of 
the Sisters of St. Mar-
garet, as well as the 
church itself.  The Dio-
cese still continues to serve hundreds of thou-
sands in tent cities and its bishop, priests, dea-
cons, and laypersons continue not only to rebuild 
their church but their country.  Unfortunately, be-
ing in one of the poorest countries in our hemi-
sphere, they cannot rebuild by themselves. 
 
In response to the overwhelming needs of the 
Diocese of Haiti, the Episcopal Church has for-
mally inaugurated a church-wide fund raising 
campaign called Rebuilding our Church in Haiti. 
 
The Executive Council and the House of Bishops 
have committed to a $10 million appeal for the 
rebuilding of the Church.  There are approxi-

mately 100 dioceses 
reasonably able to as-
sist, which means, each 
Diocese should raise 
$100,000. 
 
The Right Reverend 
Todd Ousley is asking 
every church in the East-
ern Michigan Diocese to 
help raise our $100,000 

of this important appeal.  
Therefore, St. Paul’s, will 
be trying to collect $2,000 

(our, per church share) in cash, coins, and 
checks during this Lenten Season, for this impor-
tant cause.    If you make out a check, please 
make it out to St. Paul’s, and be sure to put 
“Haiti Relief” on the memo line. There will also 
be a large container located at the Welcome 
Center that you can drop your dollars and coins 
in.   At the end of the Lenten Season, we will 
make a check out to our Diocese for the total 
amount collected.  Lent is the perfect time for 
intentional self-sacrifice to help others who are 
impoverished and brokenhearted.  Please, re-
member the Episcopal Church, and your broth-
ers and sisters in Haiti that need our money and 
our prayers. 

Rebuilding the Episcopal Church in Haiti 

The Rev. Joseph Constant at   
Holy Trinity  Cathedral in Part-Au-Prince, Haiti 

erie Fargo, a member of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) who is now serving at Trinity Bay City 
and teaching Holy Scripture in the Coppage-Gordon School for Ministry.  
 Dinner will start at 6 and the discussion starts at 6:30.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Rev. Heather. 
 

(Continued from page 1) Lenten Wednesdays 
 

Lent Begins on  
Ash Wednesday, March 9th 
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ing the commandment of Jesus through the Holy Eucharist .  The 
congregation was asked to turn in their Bibles to (or write down for 
later reading) Luke 22:14 and 1 Corinthians 11:23 where Jesus, dur-
ing breaking of the bread and drinking of the wine, tells his disciples 
“Do this in remembrance of me.”    There were three points that 
Rev. Lutas asked that we keep in mind and they are: 

1.  What God in Christ has done for you, in you and with 
you.  This will build our faith and give us an “ever increas-
ing faith” in Christ. 

2. What God has done for you and continues to do for you.  
We have to look at God’s mercies, His blessings and His 
kindness to us, and at the same time, our mercies, bless-
ings and kindness towards others.  We have to remember that the gifts we have are on 
loan from God and we have to give an account of how we use those gifts one day. 

3. We have to be sensitive by recognizing what God is doing in us, with us and through us.  
We have to let God work through us to fulfill His work on earth.  We have to extend our-
selves and not to hoard and keep our gifts or earthly possessions just for ourselves.  In 
extending ourselves, Rev. Lutas reminds us to stop “driving in a car for one” and begin to 
bring someone to church with us or someone who does not have the means of getting to 
church. 

 During this time of searching for a new rector, I pray that each of us will take to heart the 
three remembrances that Rev. Lutas mentioned in his sermon.  I believe that we are not only looking 
for a person with specific qualities but we have to look at what each of us has to do to build this 
church and God’s Kingdom.   If we want St. Paul’s to flourish, we have to stop driving in our “one-
man” cars and begin to drive in  our “five-man” cars for God.   We have to become spiritually “high” 
so that God’s works and deed can be fulfilled through us. 
  I would like to thank the members of the Absalom Jones/Diversity committee for all their ef-
forts in putting this celebration together.   Special thanks to Pat Emenyonu for the banners in the 
Sanctuary, Barbara Hamilton-Welch for your assistance on our replacement liturgical dance group, 
Ed Arter for bringing the Gospel and Chancel choirs together to perform the beautiful rendition of 
“Ride the Chariot”  and to Rev. Lutas, the St. Cyprian’s choir and members for their participation.  To 
the kitchen crew, thank you, thank you, you did a marvelous job.  You extended yourselves and that 
is what we ought to be as a church.  Rev. Barta, thank you for your thought provoking sermon at the 
8:00 service.  I would also like to thank the Liturgy and Worship committee and the staff for their as-
sistance in making this celebration happens. 
 As the year progress, the Absalom Jones/Diversity committee will be hosting various events 
and activities.  On March 6th we will begin our book discussion on the book “Mother to Mother” by 
Sindiwe Magona.  This will be the first of a series of discussions.  Copies of the books are now being 
read by parishioners and additional ones are on back order.  Speak to Pat Emenyonu if you would 
like to have a copy.  As plans solidify, other activities and events will be announced in the Epistle 
and bulletin. 
 For those of you who were at the service on February 13th, I hope you were spiritually blessed 
and lifted up.  As for me, I know it was good for me to be there.  May God richly bless you as we 
move forward. 
         Yours in Christ,  � �

� � � � � � � � � �
�����
��
 , Chair 

(Continued from page 2) Absalom Jones 
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� MARCH  
BIRTHDAYS 

 

2—Brade Baldwin, Jared Calhoun 
3—Mary Paula Grimes, Barbara        
      Hamilton-Welch 
5—Viola Hall, Ashley Vinci 
6—Dorothy Harris, Helen Harris 
7—James Leman 
8—Velecia Ford, Jeddie Berry 
10—Susan Brisbane, Elaine David,  
        Joshua Roberts 
12—Helen Cates, Meredith Hackett 
14—Elena Popova 
19—William Hartley, Brian Kump 
21—Justin Thompson, Rachel  
        Wandmacher 
22—Christopher Field 
24—Edward Arter, Jeanine   
        Franklin, Darlene Hartley 
29—Rose Christianson, Jonathan  
        Williams 
30—Pat Emenyonu 

 
 
 
 
 
 
ANNIVERSARIES 

 
17—Donald and Mary Ann 
Bronson 
20—Michael and Nicole Kump 
25—David and Kayla Harwood 

St. Paul parishioner, Julianne Streukens and another Flush-
ing High School student has bested more than 1,300 high 
school students in Michigan to win a spot in the prestigious 
125-member All-State Choir.  This is Julianne’s first year in 
high school choir, but she has sung in St. Paul’s church 
choir since fourth grade.  “This is a pretty big deal.  This is 
one of the biggest honors you can have being a high school 
choir student,” said Flushing High School choir teacher 
Nate Degner.   
 
Julianne, an alto, plays the piano and enjoys pop music but 
said she also loves the emotion that comes from classical 
music. 
 
Classical music makes a good sound, and it’s something 
that is bigger than you, she said.  “There’s so much passion 
there I feel that I can show so much emotion with it.”  
 
The road to the All-State Choir started with about 1,500 stu-
dents who auditioned for the Regional Honors Choir, with 
600 chosen.  Then of those, 300 were chosen for the State 
Honors Choir, which performed in January in Grand Rapids. 
 
Another audition was held during that time, and the best 
125 were chosen to perform with the All-State Choir, said 
Degner, who is also the All-State Choir coordinator.   
 
“I tell them right now you are one of the best sopranos...or 
altos in the state,” Degner said.  “I’m very proud of 
them...I’ve really enjoyed having great talented students, 
and I know these girls will continue with music after high 
school, and that’s rewarding.” 
 
Julianne said she isn’t sure what she will do after high 
school but is considering being a music teacher.   

Flushing High School students Selina Gaines, left, and 
Julianne Streukens have been selected from more than 1,300 
students for the All-State Choir, which will perform in May at 

Western Michigan University 

Julianne Streukens makes  
All-State Choir 
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 GOD HAS A POSITIVE ANSWER � 

YOU SAY   GOD SAYS   BIBLE VERSES   
  

You say:   'It's impossible'   God says:    All things are possible   (Luke 18:27)   

You say:   'I'm too tired'   God says:   I will give you rest   (Matthew 11:28-30)   

You say:   'Nobody really loves me'   God says:   I love you   (John 3:16 & John 3:34 )   

You say:   'I can't go on'   God says:   My grace is sufficient (II Corinthians 12:9 &  
Psalm 91:15)   

You say:   'I can't figure things out'   God says:   I will direct your steps   (Proverbs 3:5-   6)   

You say:   'I can't do it'   God says:   You can do all things   (Philippians 4:13)   

You say:   'I'm not able'   God says:   I am able   (II Corinthians 9:8)   

You say:  'It's not worth it' God says:   It will be worth it   (Roman 8:28 )   

You say:   'I can't forgive myself'   God says:   I Forgive you   (I John 1:9 & Romans 
8:1)   

You say:   'I can't manage'   God says:   I will supply all your needs   (Philippians 4:19)   

You say:   'I'm afraid'   God says:   I have not given you a spirit of                         
                   fear   

(II Timothy 1:7)   

You say:   'I'm always worried and  
                 frustrated'   

God says:   Cast all your cares on ME   (I Peter 5:7)   

You say:   'I'm not smart enough'   God says:   I give you wisdom   (I Corinthians 1:30)   

You say:   'I feel all alone'   God says:   I will never leave you or forsake  
                    you   

(Hebrews 13:5)   

����������	
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    The preacher's 5  year-old daughter noticed that her father always paused and bowed his 
head,  for a moment, before starting his sermon. One day, she asked him why.    
    "Well,  Honey," he began, proud that his daughter was so observant of his  messages, "I'm 
asking the Lord to help me preach a good sermon    
    "How come He  doesn't do it?" she asked.   �

�
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��  When my daughter,  Kelli, said her bedtime prayers, she would bless 
every family member, every  friend, and every animal (current and past). For 
several weeks, after we had  finished the nightly prayer, Kelli would say, 
"And all  girls."  As this soon became part of her nightly routine, to  include this at the end, my cu-
riosity got the best of me and I asked her,  "Kelli, Why do you always add the part about all 
girls?"    
    Her response,  "Because we always finish our prayers by saying, 'All Men'!" �
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our youth to RSCM Courses, Kidz Choir Kamp and to purchase new robes for our growing youth.  
Beverages are included with the meal. Both regular flour and rice flour pancakes are prep ared.   
Again, bring your neighbors and friends for a great meal and wonderful fellowship. 

 
On March 27 th at 3:30 p.m.,  a benefit concert to assist Mr. Carlot Dorvé, trumpet, will 
be held here at St. Paul’s.  Mr. Dorvé will be joined by Larry McDonald, Ed Arter and 
other members of the community to raise money so that he may return to Haiti.  Come,  
enjoy great music and fellowship in the Great Space of St. Paul’s Church.   All dona-

tions are greatly appreciated.    

(Continued from page 1) Music of Note! 
 

Memorial Service for  
Margaret F. Harvey 

The Harvey family wishes to inform 
their many friends at St. Paul's about 
the death of Margaret F. Harvey on 
December 11, 2010 at Genesys Hos-
pital in Grand Blanc. She was 89 
years old.  Mrs. Harvey was an active 
member of St. Paul's for many years 
and the widow of Richard W. Harvey, 
Organist-Choirmaster at St. Paul's 
from 1955 until his death in 1974. A 
memorial service is being planned at 
Woodside Church on Saturday, 
March 12th at 11:00 a.m. 

�


��
���������������
�

Sunday, April 17, 2011 
8:00 am and 10:00 am—Palm Sunday Services   

7:00 pm—Palm Sunday Concert 
 

Monday, April 18, 2011 
12:10 pm—Holy Eucharist 

 
Tuesday, April 19, 2011 
9:00 am—Holy Eucharist 

 
Wednesday, April 20, 2011 
12:10 pm—Holy Eucharist 

 
Thursday, April 21, 2011 

12:10 pm—Maundy Thursday Holy Eucharist 
6:00 pm—Maundy Thursday Agape Meal 

7:00 pm—Holy Eucharist with Washing of Feet 
 

Friday, April 22, 2010 
10:00 am—Communion of the Pre-sanctified 

12:00 pm—Good Friday Liturgy 
7:00 pm—Stations of the Cross 

 
Saturday, April 23, 2011 
7:00 pm—Easter Vigil 

 
Sunday, April 24, 2011 

9:00 am—Easter Breakfast  
9:45 am—Flowering of the Cross 

10:00—Easter Holy Eucharist 

���������	�
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“From the Heart With  

Strings Attached” 

Dan Voight, Mandolin  
and Mark Cherry, Guitar  

March 13, 2011 3:30 PM  
 

Admission: “Friend of Music” member 
or $10.00, Students $5.00 
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Please Pray For…….. 
 

Persons :  
Deployed to Afghanistan, Michael  
  Kump  
Stationed in Bahrain, Thomas Dill 
 

The home parishioners and their 
caregivers: Margaret Lintz, Fannie Mae 
Marshall, Ginny Rickey, Laura Vieu, Gloria 
Woodrich, Evelyn Woodbury, Isabelle 
Hemingway, Viola Hall, Daisy Robinson, Helen 
Cates 
 

The sick and recovering and those in any 
sorrow or distress:  Audrey, Barbara, 
Elizabeth Barron, Phyllis Crane, Melissa 
Cussans, Elaine Davis, Donald,  Carl Frazier, 
Leslie Fries, Les Fries, Sr., Andrew & Jenica 
Fry, Helen Graham, Lucy Habte-Gabr,  Lynn 
Gifford, Wanda & Willie Harden, Harley, 
Dorothy Harris, Bill Hartley, Jim Higgins, 
Marjorie Hill, Kaitlyn, Stephanie Kump, Chuck 
Leman, Joyce Leroue, Margaret Lintz,  Russ & 
Ginger Matar, Mary Lou Odom, Sherry 
Reinertson, Reynolds Family, Jacob & Julian 
Robinson, MaKenzie Sanford, Grayce Scholt, 
Tom Shriver, Christine Vargo, Lloyd Walther, 
Antonio Williams  
 

ADDITIONAL PRAYERS: For . . . Peace and 
stability in Iraq, Afghanistan, Bahrain, the 
Middle East, Haiti, Egypt, and anywhere there 
is strife among peoples and nations.  �   

 

Upcoming Scripture 
Lessons for Worship  

The Revised Common  
 Lectionary: Year A  

March 6 
  Last Sunday after Epiphany 
Exodus 24:12-18  �   Psalm 2 

2 Peter 1:16-21 �   Matthew 17:1-9 
 

March 9 
Ash Wednesday—1st Day in Lent 
 Joel 2:1-2,12-17  �   Psalm 103  

2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10  �  Matthew 6:1-6,16-21 
 

March 13 
1st Sunday in Lent 

 Genesis 2:15-17;3:1-7  �   Psalm 32  
Romans 5:12-19  �   Matthew 4:1-11 

 
March 20 

2nd Sunday in Lent 
Genesis 12:1-4a  �   Psalm 121 

Romans 4:1-5,13-17  �   John 3:1-17 
 

March 27 
3rd Sunday in Lent  

Exodus 17:1-7  �   Psalm 95 
 Romans 5:1-11  �   John 4:5-42 
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The Epistle 
is published 11 months each year by: 

St. Paul’s Episcopal Church, 
711 S. Saginaw St., 

Flint, Michigan  48502 
(810) 234-8637 Fax: (810) 234-9558 

Editor and Typesetting: Brenda Gordon 
Submissions due: 

15th of each month 
Articles appear one time only 
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When submitting articles or notices of events to 
The Epistle, if possible, please submit via  
e-mail to . . .  

stpaulschurch@ameritech.net 
This will allow us to cut and paste, thus easing and 
shortening preparation time by lessening the need 
for retyping.  Thanks! 

 

Sunday Mornings at St. Paul’s 

Sunday Worship: 8 am & 10:00 am 
 

Children’s Choir Rehearsal: 9-9:30 am 
 

After Worship Activities: 11:30 am 
 

  

������
The Rev. Charles Curtis, Pastoral Care Assistant 

The Rev. Heather Barta, Christian Formation Ass’t 
The Rev. Deacon Claudia Hollinger 
Ginger Wright, Parish Administrator 

Larry Kincade, Facility Manager 
Brenda Gordon, Parish Secretary 
Edward Arter, Director of Music 

Terence Whitehead, Head Custodian 
Gussie Blake, Director, Gospel Choir Director 

Veronica Ferrer, Nursery 
G. Donald Kaye, Music Director Emeritus 
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